WESTALL

Secondary College

2026 Parent Payment Arrangements for Years 7 and 8

Dear Parent/Guardian

Westall Secondary College is looking forward to another fantastic year of teaching and learning in 2026. We
would like to take this opportunity to inform families about the college’s voluntary financial contributions
for the coming year.

While schools provide free instruction to meet standard curriculum requirements, the support of our
families plays a vital role in enhancing the quality of education and opportunities we can offer our students.
All contributions are voluntary, yet every contribution—directly benefits our students and enriches their
learning experience.

We sincerely thank all families for their ongoing support. Your involvement makes a significant difference
to our school community and the programs we can offer

Thanks to the continued support of our families, Westall Secondary College has been able to:
¢ Offer a broad range of subjects and special curriculum experiences across all year levels
¢ Develop and maintain our undercover sporting arena for whole-school use

* Provide new split system heating and cooling in every classroom to ensure a comfortable learning
environment all year round

¢ Refurbish and maintain our school grounds and facilities to a high standard, including upgrading fencing
around the entire school to enhance student safety. We have also installed new cricket nets for student
use.

Your support helps us continue to create a vibrant, well-resourced, and safe environment where every
student can thrive.

For further information on the Department’s Parent Payments Policy please see a one-page overview
attached.

Yours sincerely

BT

Jason Tickner Johnny Balalovski

Acting Principal School Council President
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Curriculum Contributions - items and activities that students use, or participate in, to

access the Curriculum

CURRICULUM CONTRIBUTIONS
Iltems common to all students for 2025 including:

Consumables used in classes where students take the products/materials home and
activities:

e Science experimental materials

e Humanities and English projects created in the classroom

e Ingredients for Food Technology

e Art Materials — E.g. paint, special paper, pencils $400
e Online learning platforms and Essential Learning software

Guest speakers

Start-up access for student personal printing account

Printing and photocopying of worksheets and learning materials

e Student ID card

e Student diary

Whole school events (E.g. Athletics Carnival, Swimming Carnival)

Year 7 and 8 Weekly Interschool sport $70

Total Curriculum Contributions $470

Other Contributions - for non-curriculum items and activities m
Digital Technology - Compass $10
Combination Padlock for school locker $20

Total Other Contributions $30

Tax deductible contributions
Building fund. A tax-deductible contribution to support renovations, upgrades, and $

maintenance of school infrastructure. Example $10, $30, $50

Educational items for students to own

Attached is a list of items that the school recommends you purchase from Campion for your child to
individually own and use.

Please see Junior School Booklist attached to this email



WESTALL

Secondary College

Extra-Curricular Items and Activities — provided on a user-pays basis

Westall Secondary College offers a range of items and activities that enhance or broaden the schooling
experience of students and are above and beyond what the school provides in to deliver the Curriculum.

If you would like to purchase an item or activity for your child, please ensure payment is made to the school
by 13" February 2026 except for the Year 7 Transition Day which can be paid in 2025 or in the first week of
school.

Extra-Curricular Items and Activities m

Year 7 Transition Day excursion S55
Junior School Camp — Year 7 and 8 (TBA) TBA
Optional Musical Instrument hire (annual cost) SNil
Optional private music lessons (annual cost) $120

Other optional incursions and excursions to be scheduled
Optional camps and excursions as scheduled throughout 2025. TBA

The cost of these activities will be advised throughout the year.

Total Extra-curricular Items and Activities

Financial Support for Families

Westall Secondary College understands that some families may experience financial difficulty and offers a
range of support options, including:

e  The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) — Families holding a valid means-tested concession
card or temporary foster parents are eligible to apply. Each family receives $225 per year paid to the
school for each eligible secondary school student. Payments are linked to the student. If you applied
at the college last year, you do not need to re-apply unless your circumstances have changed.

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/Pages/csef.aspx

e  State Schools Relief (SSR) for Year 7s in particular https://stateschoolsrelief.org.au/
e Payment plans

For families who elect to pay the voluntary contributions, School Council is offering the following options
for payment of the contributions:

a) Full amount at the beginning of Term 1, or
b) Payment at the beginning of each Term (4 instalments), or
c) Half-yearly payment: beginning of Terms 1 and 3 (2 instalments).


https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/Pages/csef.aspx
https://stateschoolsrelief.org.au/
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For a confidential discussion about accessing these services, or if you would like to discuss alternative
payment arrangements, contact:

Alice Paget - Assistant Principal
Year levels 7 and 8
Email: westall.sc@education.vic.gov.au attention to Alice Paget

Ph: 03 9546 3233

Total
Curriculum Contributions S 470
Other Contributions (Non-tax deductible) S 30
(Tax-deductible) S
Extra-Curricular Items and Activities S
Total S

Payment methods

Westall Secondary College offers various payment methods. Families can pay their child’s account via
Compass (Preferred payment method), BPay, credit card, cash or eftpos. All payments will be receipted into
the Department of Education (DoE) approved accounting system in a timely manner. All processes will
follow DoE’s guidelines and procedures as they apply at that time.

Refunds

There will be occasions when, for whatever reason(s), a student needs to withdraw from an activity after
they have made payment to the school for all or part of that activity.

Westall Secondary College must ensure that the provision of services for students, (i.e. excursions/camps/
visiting groups/services) do not incur direct costs to the school, nor cause the school to run at a loss.

Students withdrawing from an activity will not automatically be entitled to a refund.

a) Where the school is charged for the provision of a program or service as a bulk cost and not a ‘per head’
cost, no refund will be given.

b) Where a ‘per head’ fee is charged, refunds may be given.

c) Where there is a combination of a bulk charge and a ‘per head’ charge in an excursion e.g. visit to a zoo.
Bus charge is bulk cost. Entry fee is ‘per head’ cost. Only the ‘per head’ component may be refunded.

d) Refunds will only be given when requested in writing within 21 days.


mailto:westall.sc@education.vic.gov.au
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e Schools provide students with free instruction and ensure students have free access to all
items, activities and services that are used by the school to fulfil the requirements of the
Curriculum. This includes the Victorian Curriculum F-10, the Victorian Certificate of Education
(VCE) including the VCE Vocational Major and the Victorian Pathways Certificate.

e Schools may invite parents to make a financial contribution to support the school.

PARENT PAYMENT REQUESTS

Schools can request contributions from parents under three categories:

Curriculum Contributions Other Extra-Curricular Items and
. . Contributions Activities
Voluntary financial
contributions for curriculum  Voluntary financial Items and activities that
items and activities which contributions for non- enhance or broaden the
the school deems necessary  curriculum items and schooling experience of
for students to learn the activities that relate to the students and are above and
Curriculum. school’s functions and beyond what the school
objectives. provides for free to deliver

the Curriculum. These are
provided on a user-pays
basis.

e Schools may also invite parents to supply or purchase educational items to use and own (e.g.
textbooks, stationery, digital devices).

FINANCIAL HELP FOR FAMILIES
e Schools put in place financial hardship arrangements to support families who cannot pay for
. o items or activities so that their child doesn’t miss out.

e Schools have a nominated parent payment contact person(s) that parents can have a
confidential discussion with regarding financial hardship arrangements.

SCHOOL PROCESSES
V= e Schools must obtain school council approval for their parent payment arrangements and
publish all requests and communications for each year level on their school website for
transparency.




Bring Your Own Device (BYOD) Program — Westall
Secondary College

All students at Westall Secondary College are required to bring their own computing device to
school every day. The BYOD program empowers students and families to choose technology that
best suits their needs while supporting modern learning environments.

What is BYOD? Bring Your Own Device (BYOD) is a technological trend in schools and
workplaces. It recognises that technology choices are personal and aims to give families freedom to
select devices that suit their circumstances.

How Does It Work? Students must bring a suitable device daily, sign a User Agreement, and
ensure proper care. ICT Team and eLearning Coordinator are available for assistance.

Form Factor Laptop or notebook with physical keyboard
Screen Size 9.7"-15.6"

Operating System Windows 11 (recommended), macOS X 10.9+, iOS 8+
Wireless Must support 5GHz 802.11n (Dual Band)
Storage 256 GB recommended

Battery At least 6 hours
RAM Minimum 8 GB
Weight Max 2 kg
Disk SSD recommended

Software & Security: Microsoft Office 365 is provided free for all students. Internet access is
filtered at school. Windows devices should have Windows Defender or equivalent security software
enabled.

For questions or assistance, contact ICT Team / eLearning Coordinator at (03) 9546 3233.
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