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INTRODUCTION

The Middle School (Years 9 and 10) aims to provide students with a diverse and engaging
program that gives students the opportunity to explore their passions and foster a sense
of self efficacy, to have a positive influence on their learning and wellbeing.

Our intention is to motivate and prepare students for multiple pathways beyond Year 10,
including the Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE), VCE Vocational Major and Pathways
Certificates.

Underpinning many of the extracurricular programs in Middle School are the High Impact
Wellbeing Strategies (HIWS), a set of 7 practical evidenced based strategies that have
demonstrated a significant and positive effect on student wellbeing.

The HIWS are supported through a variety of mental health and wellbeing initiatives at
Westall Secondary College including but not limited to; Bio Dash a wellbeing and optimal
performance program that aims to make learning about wellbeing engaging, tangible
and personalised for secondary school students and Man Cave a preventative mental
health and emotional intelligence charity that empowers boys to become great men.

The Middle School Program requires students to study from the core program as well
choose from a wide range of semester-based electives that meet the needs and passions
for a future career pathway.

The CORE subjects in the Year 9 & 10 program consist of:

Compulsory studies that provide the foundation for learning for all students. Courses have
been designed in learning sequences that provide students with a specific learning focus
for each term or semester. Inclusive and direct instructional teaching approaches have
been embedded into the coursework that is designed to encourage student engagement
and to challenge them to operate and achieve a high level of attainment.

The ELECTIVE subjects in the Year 9 &10 program are designed to provide a broad
educational experience for students whilst preparing them for Senior School studies. All
electives align to the Victorian Curriculum 2.0 Achievement Standards. The amount and
type of electives available to students will depend on the following:

v The major ‘program’ selected
v The popularity of the subject selected

Students must also select an iCREATE elective: which provides the opportunity for
students to pursue specific interests and develop expertise through an inquiry-based
project. It also further supports students’' development of the Victorian Curriculum’s
General Capabilities which includes, Critical and Creative Thinking, Intercultural and Ethical
Understanding and Personal and Social Capability.
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YEAR 9 PROGRAM

The Year 9 curriculum is designed to further build on the important foundational skills and
knowledge taught in Junior School and consolidate their learning as outlined by the
Victorian Curriculum. Students begin to explore other areas of interest through their
electives to gain an idea of potential pathways as they transition though Middle and into
the Senior School.

Students must study one elective and one iCreate elective across the school year, in
addition to the core subjects of English, Mathematics, Global Literacy (Humanities),
Science and Health, Physical Education and Sport.

THE YEAR 9 CURRICULUM CONSISTS OF:

English or EAL

3 periods/ week

English or EAL

3 periods/ week

Mathematics

3 periods/ week

Mathematics

3 periods/ week

Science

3 periods/ week

Science

3 periods/ week

Global Literacy

3 periods/ week

Global Literacy

3 periods/ week

Health, Phys Ed
& Sport

3 periods/ week

Health, Phys Ed
& Sport

3 periods/ week

Elective 1 3 periods/ week Elective 1 3 periods/ week
iCreate 1 2 periods/ week iCreate 1 2 periods/ week
ELECTIVE SUBJECTS OFFERED AT YEAR9 & 10
Health &
Arts Physical Humanities Languages Mathematics Sciences Technology
Education
Performing Sport and Finance & I Maths . .
Arts Recreation the Law Bridging EAL Extension UL DeEslgm &
Technology:
Wood
Visual Arts Lit Histories Chinese Electronics
. . Forensic Food Studies
All students need to choose one iCreate subject to study at Science
Year 9 & 10 from the list below.
e Aviation
; Fn ; How the Mind
e Coding and Digital Design and Body ieerls
e STEM Functions
¢ Master the Westall Cafée
e Landscape, Architecture & Design
. Phys Chem
e Visual Arts

e Duke of Edinburgh Certificate — Adventurous Journey

e Martial Arts (Taekwondo)
e Sports and Leisure
e Rugby League

e Volleyball Academy
e Elite Training

e Dance

e Study Space (Year 11 and 12 only)
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YEAR 10 PROGRAM

Scope of the Year 10 Program

All students in Year 10 undertake a program that involves studies in the following areas of
learning. This program leads students on to a full range of choices in the VCE, VCE VM and
then to Tertiary study or employment. All subjects have 3 timetabled sessions per week,
except for iCreate which has a two-period time allocation. Students at year 10 wishing to
pursue the Vocational Pathways Program will select Work Skills & Personal Development
in lieu of Science and Global Literacy.

Core Program

ENGLISH
All students will complete a Year 10 English or EAL program.

MATHEMATICS
All students will complete the Year 10 Mathematics program, preparing them for the most
appropriate VCE Mathematics or VCE VM Numeracy course (s).

SCIENCE

Science is compulsory for ALL Year 10 students doing a standard program. It is strongly
recommended that students who intend to undertake Year 11 VCE Chemistry, Biology, or
Physics select the Phys Chem elective to better prepare them for the rigours of the VCE
sciences.

GLOBAL LITERACY (HUMANITIES)

Global Literacy provides a framework for students to examine the complex processes that
have shaped the modern world and to investigate responses to the social, political,
economic and environmental challenges within our local and global communities.

Vocational Pathways Program

Year 10 students who have a strong passion and interest in pursuing a vocational career as
an apprentice or trainee may elect to choose the Vocational Pathways Program. Students
are required to study Personal development and Work skills in lieu of Science and Global
Literacy to prepare them for the Vocational Major and Pathways Certificates.

PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT

Personal Development has a major focus on the links between personal development and
community engagement. Students take a broad approach to defining community, and
look through a personal lens at belongingness, community participation and what it
means to be part of a democratic society. They investigate how young people can become
involved in their local communities and consider how the engagement of individuals
contributes to community development.

WORK SKILLS

Work Skills is designed to expose students to a variety of vocational industries to increase
their understanding of the requirements to be successful in a chosen industry and to
make more informed choices when selecting their VET (Vocational Education Training)
the following year.

ELECTIVES

All students are to select 2 electives from either the: Arts, Health and PE, Humanities,
Languages, Maths, Sciences and Technologies. Each elective runs across the school year
(yearlong electives).
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iICREATE

iCreate is an elective program for all students in years 7-12 where, students have the
opportunity to follow their passion and undertake an inquiry-based approach to learning.
It is a great opportunity for students to integrate fully into the Westall Learning
Community whilst building their critical and creative thinking, ethical and intellectual and

personal and social capabilities.

OTHER YEAR 10 REQUIREMENTS
Students are required to complete one week of work experience. They should ensure they
organise their work experience early and submit all required documentation. Students
undertaking a VET course will be expected to undertake their work experience in an
industry relevant to their VET course.

Accelerated Program

A VCE STUDY OR VET

Year 10 students have the option of selecting a VCE subject in place of a Year 9 & 10
Elective, providing that their results justify this selection. Year 10 students have the option
of selecting a VET program in place of an iCreate elective.

It must be noted that in order for a Year 10 student to be approved to study a VCE or VET
subject, they must demonstrate their capacity to cope with the increased demands that

will be placed on them.

Senior School coordinators will consider the student’s grades, progress, semester reports,
learning behaviours, and attendance data in as part of the approval process during course

counselling.

As a first step, interested students must discuss their suitability to study a VCE/VET subject
with their Year Level Coordinator and Middle School Director of Learning. This needs to
happen before selections are submitted online. Please be aware that additional costs are
associated in completing VCE/VET subjects. For further information, see the VCE subject
description in the Senior School Handbook and the External VET description handbooks.

UNITS 1 AND 2 VCE STUDIES AVAILABLE FOR YEAR 10 STUDENTS

ARTS

Art Making and
Exhibiting

Visual Commmunication
Design

HEALTH AND PE
Health and Human
Development
Physical Education

HUMANITIES
Accounting

Business Management
History: Modern History
Legal Studies

LANGUAGES
Chinese Ist Language
Chinese 2nd Language

MATHEMATICS
General
Methods
Specialist

SCIENCE
Biology
Chemistry
Physics
Psychology

TECHNOLOGY

Design and Technology:
Wood

Food Studies

Systems Engineering

VET

A range of VET subjects
are offered to students
by local Registered
Training Organisation’s
(RTO's).
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YEAR 10 Sample Program 1-Core Program

Core English or EAL Core English or EAL

Core Mathematics Core Mathematics

Core Science Core Science

Core Global Literacy Core Global Literacy

Elective 1 Chosen from the elective Elective 1 Chosen from the elective
bank bank

Elective 2 | Chosen from the elective Elective 2 | Chosen from the elective
bank bank

iCreate Chosen from the iCreate iCreate Chosen from the iCreate
elective bank elective bank

YEAR 10 Sample Program 2-Vocational Pathways Program

Core English or EAL Core English or EAL

Core Mathematics Core Mathematics

Core Work Skills Core Work Skills

Core Personal Development Core Personal Development

Elective 1 Chosen from the elective Elective 1 Chosen from the elective
bank bank

Elective 2 | Chosen from the elective Elective 2 | Chosen from the elective
bank bank

iCreate Chosen from the iCreate iCreate Chosen from the iCreate
elective bank elective bank

YEAR 10 Sample Program 3-Accelerated Program

Core English or EAL Core English or EAL

Core Mathematics Core Mathematics

Core Science Core Science

Core Global Literacy Core Global Literacy

Elective 1 VCE subject Or Chosen Elective 1 VCE subject Or Chosen from
from the elective bank the elective bank

Elective 2 | VCE subject Or Chosen Elective 2 | VCE subject Or Chosen from
from the elective bank the elective bank

iCreate Chosen from the iCreate iCreate Chosen from the iCreate
elective bank elective bank
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ENGLISH

English is a compulsory subject. In VCE and VCE VM all students must complete 2 units of
English or Literacy at Year 11 and 2 units at year 12.

The English subjects offered are:

English (Units1& 2, Units 3 & 4)

English Language (Units1& 2, Units 3 & 4)
VM Literacy (Units1& 2, Units 3 & 4)

VPC (Units1& 2, Units 3 & 4)

Students are advised that English Language is a specialist subject and should not be
viewed as a ‘soft option’ in place of English. It is recormmended that students should have
achieved strong results for Year 10 English before considering English Language to
compliment English.

Before making their decision, students are advised to find out about each course from the
respective VCE Study Designs. Students who require further information or clarification
should see their English teachers or the English leader.

SUBJECT SUMMARIES

ENGLISH: English focuses on text analysis, crafting and creating texts, as well as analysing
and presenting arguments.

ENGLISH LANGUAGE: This subject is also recommended to strong English students who
enjoy and excel at analysing language and its uses in depth. English Language is based on
linguistics so takes an objective, analytical look at the nature and functions of language.
There is a strong emphasis on Australian English with a range of both spoken and written
texts studied at Year 11 and Year 12 to complement English.

LITERACY: This subject is recommended for students wishing to pursue an
apprenticeship or traineeship and are looking for a more practical approach to reading
and writing. Literacy forms part of the Vocational Major Certificate.

Year 10 English

y v v

ENGLISH/EAL ENGLISH LANGUAGE VM LITERACY
» Text Analysis » Language Analysis e Literacy for personal use
+ Crafting and Creating Texts « Formal and Informal texts « Understanding and creating
¢ Analysing and Presenting « Oral presentations digital texts
Arguments e Phonetics and Phonology e Understanding issues and voices
e Close analysis of how language e Responding to opinions

is used to construct meaning
(Distance Education ONLY)
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ENGLISH - YEAR 10

What's It All About?

English aims to develop critical understanding and competency in the use of the English
language. It helps students explore a wide range of issues and ideas in the world and
develop their ability to think critically and creatively. They will read, write and speak on a
range of topics, films and texts. Students will be involved in a range of activities including
oral presentations, class discussions, and analytical essays examining a range of media
issues on social justice issues and texts. They will present their own points of view,
analysing the way written text and visuals persuade their audiences. Students will also
look at the creative techniques of published writers, analysing texts and the characters

and themes within those texts.

What will | learn?

Reading and Viewing

How to analyse characters, themes,
setting, language, structure, plot
How to write a text response essay
analytically

Writing

The key elements of writing

How to construct effective writing

How to write a reflective response about
the writing process

Oral Presentations

How to research and understand current
issues that affect society today

How to construct and deliver a point of
view orally

How to listen and respond to others’
point of view.

Analysing Argument

How to analyse media texts

How to identify the ways that authors use
arguments and language to convince
audiences.

How form, language, audience and
purpose are used by authors to convey
ideas and contentions.

Westall SC — Middle School Handbook 2027

What Type Of Things Will | Do?

Read different texts; novels, short stories
and poems. Engage in class discussions,
watch films, listen to and analyse texts,
participate in group work, learn how to
analyse media texts, give oral
presentations, write creative pieces and
edit writing pieces.

What Can This Lead To?

Wide variety of University and TAFE
courses, English acts as a foundation and
support for all other subjects.

Possible Pathway

Year Courses Offered

Year10 English or EAL

Year 11 VCE English, EAL or English
Language,
VCE VM Literacy

Year12 VCE English, EAL or English

Language, VCE VM Literacy

Why Choose This Subject?

This subject is compulsory and provides
skills in writing, reading, analysing,
critical thinking and communication
skills.



EAL - YEAR 10

What's It All About?

Students working at the C3 or C4 level of the Victorian Curriculum continue to develop
their skills in reading, writing, speaking, and listening in English. They learn to understand
and respond to a range of more complex texts, including factual, narrative, and persuasive

materials.

In writing, students focus on organising ideas logically, using appropriate text structures,
grammar, and vocabulary to suit different purposes and audiences. They also begin to
express and justify opinions more clearly. In speaking and listening, students practise
participating in extended conversations, giving presentations, and understanding a
variety of spoken texts. The aim is to build students' confidence and competence in using
English for academic tasks, everyday communication, and future pathways.

What Will | Learn?

Reading and viewing

e How to analyse the way authors
construct meaning

e Strategies to use to understand
unfamiliar vocabulary and complex
sentences

Writing

o How to write texts for different
purposes and audiences

¢ How to use accurate grammar,
punctuation, and varied sentence
structures.

e How to edit drafts.

Oral presentations

e How to plan and deliver presentations

e How to use pronunciation, pace, and
body language effectively.

Analysing Argument

e How to identify persuasive language
in media and opinion texts.

e How to identify the ways that authors
use language and evidence to
position audiences.

10

What Type Of Things Will | Do?

Read different texts: novels, short stories
and media texts. Engage in class
discussions; watch films; read and
analyse texts; participate in group work;
learn how to analyse media texts, give
oral presentations; write creative pieces
and edit writing pieces.

What Can This Lead To?

Wide variety of University and TAFE
courses. EAL acts as a foundation and
supyport for all other subjects.

Why Choose This Subject?

This subject is compulsory and an
alternative to English. Students who have
been in Australia for 7 years or less and
have been learning English for 7 years or
less, are eligible to study EAL.
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GLOBAL LITERACY - YEAR 10

Whats It All About?

Global Literacy is concerned with providing a framework for students to examine the
complex processes that have shaped the modern world and to investigate responses to
different challenges including people’s interconnections with the environment.

In Economics and Business, students explore the systems that shape society, with a specific
focus on legal and economic systems. Students learn about Australia’s role in global
systems and are encouraged to appreciate democratic principles and to contribute as
active, informed and responsible citizens.

In History and Geography, students explore the processes that have shaped, and which
continue to shape different societies and cultures, to appreciate the common humanity
shared across time and distance, and to evaluate the ways in which humans have faced and
continue to face different challenges. Exploration of these issues will be an opportunity for
students to develop essential literacy skills and this will be an ongoing focus.

What Will | Learn? What Type Of Things Will | Do?
World War Il and Australian Involvement The study of history will involve the

e Causes of World War Il and Australia's role following historical concepts and skills:
e Significant events and turning points of Chronology - sequencing events and

the war
e Impact of war on different social groups
Rights and Freedoms Movements
e Australian and American civil rights

analysing patterns of change

Cause and Effect - investigating the
long-term causes and short-term
triggers of conflicts

movements
e Leadership from above and grassroots Historical Sources as Evidence —
activism from below evaluating primary and secondary
e Change and continuity in rights and sources
freedoms

Historical Significance - assessing the

Human Populations importance of events, individuals, and

e GClobal population distribution and key

demographic trends L
e Factors influencing population growth, e Comparisons and Perspectives —
decline, and movement identifying similarities and differences
e Challenges associated with population between dictatorships and
change (e.g., ageing populations, democratic systems
migration, urbanisation) e Critical Thinking — applying historical
» Strategies used by governments and knowledge to contemporary political
organisations to manage population issues

issues

Be Business Ready

e The Concept of Small Business and Types
of Businesses

e Entrepreneurship, Innovation and the
Changing Work Environment

e Decision Making and Planning

e The 7 P’'s of Marketing

e Create a Small Business
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The study of Geography will involve the
following geographic skills and concepts:

Human Populations

Interpreting Maps and Data - Analyse
topographic maps, demographic data,
and GIS mapping to examine patternsin
population and hazards.

Fieldwork and Inquiry - Investigate local
case studies on urban population
change, migration, and disaster
preparedness.

Disaster and Population Planning -
Evaluate real-world case studies and
propose strategies to manage
environmental and demographic
challenges.

Problem-Solving and Decision-Making
— Assess the effectiveness of policies
related to disaster management and
population sustainability.

Economics and Business

Share market game, analyse case studies,
presentations, research tasks, plan a
business

What Can This Lead To?

These subject builds transferable skills
applicable to careers in: Law, Politics,
Journalism, International Relations,
Teaching, Museum Curatorship, Archival
and Heritage Management, Public Policy,
Intelligence and Security Services.
University and TAFE courses related to:
Accounting, Finance, Banking,
Economics, Business, Commerce.

Urban Planner, Environmental Scientist,
Geospatial Analyst, Demographer,
Emergency Management Officer,
International Aid Worker, Government
Policy Advisor, Migration Specialist.

12

Possible Pathway

Year Courses Offered

Year 10 Global Literacy
Lit Histories

Finance & the Law

Year 11 VCE Accounting
VCE Business Management
VCE History: Modern History
VCE Legal Studies

Year 12 VCE Accounting

VCE Business Management
VCE History: History
Revolutions

VCE Legal Studies

Why Choose This Subject?

Choose this subject if you are interested
in learning about: the nature and impact
of war, in particular World War Il, and
History.

The study of history will also enable you
to develop your research, analytical,
teamwork and communication skills
which can lead to a range of higher
education or workplace destinations that
interest you.

Economics and Business focus: Choose
this subject if you are interested in
learning about: Accounting, Money,
Finance, Banking, Investment, Business,
Economics.

Geography focus: Choose this subject if
you are interested in understanding the
world’s growing challenges, from natural
disasters to shifting population trends.

Westall SC — Middle School Handbook 2027



MATHS - YEAR 10

YEAR 10 YEART1 YEAR 12

Core General General
Maths — Matflematics —7 Mat!\ematics
Units 1 & 2 : Units 3 & 4
Maths Mathematical s Mathematical
Extension Me.thods — M?thods
Units1& 2 Units 3 & 4
Specialist Specialist
Mathematics — Mathematics
Units1& 2 Units 3 & 4*

...« Requires additional work prior to the course

*Specialist Mathematics must be taken in conjuction with Mathematical Methods in both Year 11 and 12.

WHAT'S IT ALL ABOUT?

This subject will have a smaller algebra component, and the classes will complete fewer topics
than students studying Year 10 Maths Extension. It will be based on the skills required to study
General Mathematics Units1and 2 in Year 11 and General Mathematics Units 3 and 4 in Year 12.
A Computer Algebra System (CAS) calculator (TI-Nspire) will be used by students to assist them
in their learning and understanding. Assessment for satisfactory completion of the course
involves tests, assignments, course work and handwritten summary book. This subject will not
prepare students for Mathematical Methods Units 1-4.

What Will | Learn?

Number, Algebra, Measurement, Geometry,
Statistics and Probability

What Type Of Things Will | Do?

Analyse graphical data, create graphical
data, solve linear equations, examine the
properties of linear graphs, use similarity to
solve problems, examine financial maths
involving interest.

What Can This Lead To?

General Mathematics Units 1 & 2, General
Mathematics Units 3 & 4, Requirement for
many tertiary courses, General
employment, Apprenticeships.

Westall SC — Middle School Handbook 2027

Possible Pathway

Year Course Sequence

Year 10 Maths Core
Maths Extension

Year 1 VCE General Mathematics
VCE VM Numeracy
VCE Specialist Maths
VCE Math Methods

Year 12 VCE General Mathematics

VCE VM Numeracy
VCE Specialist Maths
VCE Math Methods

Why Choose This Subject?

Choose this subject if you are interested in
learning about: Statistics, Solving
equations, Measurement and Finance.
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SCIENCE - YEAR 10

What's It All About?

Students extend their knowledge of Biology, Chemistry and Physics whilst exploring how
this knowledge applies to the world around them. They will examine a range of real-life
contexts in a topic-based course. Students will undertake both practical and theoretical
work as they investigate scientific concepts. Course content includes genetics, evolution,
atomic structure and bonding, chemical reactions, energy transfer and transformation,

forces and motion.

What Will | Learn?

Chemistry:

The structure of the atom

Balancing and interpreting chemical
equations

Chemical bonding, focusing on ionic bonds

Variables that effect reaction rates
Mole unit

Biology:

Cells, DNA and protein synthesis
Genetics and patterns of inheritance
Evolution and the evidence supporting it

Physics:

Newton’'s laws

Momentum

Calculating the speed and acceleration of
objects

Experimental Design:

How to design fair experiments
Presenting and analysing data effectively
Developing valid conclusions

What Type Of Things Will | Do?

Practical work, investigation, project
work, tests, interpreting graphs and data,
quizzes, design experiments, conduct
chemical reactions, examination.

14

What Can This Lead To?

University and TAFE courses in: Medicine,
Pharmacy, Engineering, Physical
Sciences, Biological Sciences, Nursing
Veterinary Science, Agricultural Science.
Teaching (Secondary/Primary), Research
Sciences working in a laboratory,
Specialised fields of science (eg
Forensics).

Possible Pathway

Year Courses Offered
Year10 Science
Phys Chem

Forensic Science
How the Mind and Body
Functions

VCE Chemistry
VCE Biology
VCE Psychology
VCE Physics

VCE Chemistry
VCE Biology
VCE Psychology
VCE Physics

Year 11

Year 12

Why Choose This Subject?

Choose this subject if you are interested
in learning about: How scientific
evidence is used in a court of law,
working with other professionals on how
to solve complex problems, presenting
science based evidence that is
completely unbiased.
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PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT - YEAR 10

What's It All About?

Making positive connections between self-understanding, setting and achieving goals,
purposefulness, resilience and enhanced health and wellbeing are the key areas for
Personal Development. Students look at the significance of self-care in a range of
contexts, including physical care, relationships and online environments. Students
articulate concepts of consent, equity and access, and reflect on how to express

themselves in safe and effective ways.

This subject also has a major focus on the links between personal development and
community engagement. Students take a broad approach to defining community, and
look through a personal lens at belongingness, community participation and what it
means to be part of a democratic society. They investigate how young people can become
involved in their local communities and consider how the engagement of individuals

contributes to community development.

What Will | Learn?

How family, social, commmunity and
environmental responsibilities all
contribute to a cohesive society.

The importance of resilience, self-esteem
& interpersonal skills and the positive
impact they have on a person’s health
and wellbeing. How to plan and organise
school community activities and/or
projects.

What Type Of Things Will | Do?

Explore the dimensions of health and
apply practical strategies to improve your
own health and wellbeing. Learn and
implement strategies to enhance your
own personal health and wellbeing.
Explore the concept of identity and the
importance to celebrate difference. Plan
and organise school based activities and
projects that benefit the wider school
community.
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What Can This Lead To?

Personal Development applies to all
aspects of school and assists students in
developing a positive outlook to learning
but also develops students skills in self-
managing both their school and personal
lives.

Possible Pathway

Year Courses Offered

Year10 Personal Development

Year1l  VPC Personal Development
Skills
VCE VM Personal
Development Skills

Year12 VPC Personal Development
Skills
VCE VM Personal
Development Skills

Why Choose This Subject?

Students who are interested in
transitioning to the workforce post-
secondary school as an apprentice or
trainee.
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WORK SKILLS - YEAR 10

What's It All About?

Work Skills enables the development of knowledge, skills and personal attributes relevant
to further education and employment. It provides practical, authentic opportunities for
students to develop employability skills and exposure to a variety of industry-based
experiences so that students are well informed when selecting the chosen pathways in

the senior school.

WHAT WILL | LEARN?

The skills and knowledge required to
work in a range of vocational industries
including the sport and recreation,
building and construction, food and
hospitality, landscaping and horticulture,
aged care and hair and beauty,

Work skills has a major focus on the
relationship between personal interests
and skills, employment and education
opportunities and pathway planning.
Students apply their knowledge and
understanding to practical and
collaborative activities that develop
tangible employability skills and prepares
students for their desired future pathway

Work Skills is designed to expose
students to a variety of vocational
industries develop employability skills
knowledge and attributes valued and
required within volunteer and work
environments as preparation for
employment.

16

What Type Of Things Will | Do?

A variety of industry-based projects
designed to immerse students into what
the skills and knowledge required to
successfully work

What Can This Lead To?

Apprenticeships or traineeships in a
number of trades-based industries
including Carpentry, Electrical, Plumbing,
Child Care, Aged Care, Allied Health, Hair
and Beauty and Business Administration.

Possible Pathway

Year Courses Offered
Year 10 Work Skills
Year 11 VPC Work Related Skills

VCE VM Work Related Skills
VET

Year 12 VPC Work Related Skills
VCE VM Work Related Skills

VET

Why Choose This Subject?

Students who are interested in
transitioning to the workforce post-
secondary school as an apprentice or
trainee.
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ELECTIVES - ARTS

Media

What's It All About?

Ever wondered why certain TikToks go viral, how films influence the way we see the world, or
why advertisements stick in our heads? In this elective, you'll explore how media shapes
culture, identity, and opinions. From analysing popular films and ads to creating your own
digital content, you'll uncover the hidden techniques that media producers use to grab

attention and tell powerful stories.

What Will | Learn?

e How to read and analyse media texts
like films, ads, TV shows, memes and
social media

e How media creators use camera angles,
lighting, sound, and editing to shape
meaning

e The power of representation: whose
voices are included, excluded or
stereotyped?

e How audiences are influenced -
emotionally, politically and socially

e How to plan, script, film, and edit your
own media project

What Type Of Things Will | Do?

e Watch and analyse films, YouTube clips,
news segments and advertisements

e Break down scenes and explore how
techniques create meaning

e Take part in debates and discussions
about media influence

e Create your own short film, video essay,
advert or digital campaign

e Use tools like iMovie, Canva, CapCut, or
editing software to bring your ideas to
life

WHAT CAN THIS LEAD TO?

This subject builds confidence in critical

thinking, creativity, communication, and

collaboration. It's also a great introduction

for students thinking about:

e VCE Media

e English/ Literature

e Art, Visual Communication or Product
Design

e Careers in marketing, film, advertising,
journalism, digital media, or social media
strategy
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Possible Pathway

Year Courses Offered

Year 9/10 Media
English

VCE Media

VCE English

VCE Art Making and
Exhibiting,

VCE Visual Commmunication
VET Creative and Digital
Media

Year 11

Year 12 VCE Media

VCE English

VCE Art Making and
Exhibiting

VCE Visual Commmunication
VET Creative and Digital
Media

Why Choose This Subject?

If you're curious, creative, love films and TV,
or spend way too much time on TikTok, this
subject is for you. You'll build media skills
that are not only useful for school but vital
in a world where screens and stories are
everywhere. Plus, you'll get the chance to
create work you're genuinely proud of
while learning how to see through the
tricks used in film, news and online
content.
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Performing Arts

What's It All About?

Performing Arts is all about bringing creativity to life through music, dance, and drama. This
subject invites you to explore how performance can express stories, emotions, and cultural
ideas. You'll experience the thrill of live performance, the creativity of composition, and the
challenge of working collaboratively. Whether you're on stage, behind the scenes, or
composing music with digital tools, you'll learn how the performing arts connect people and

communicate meaning in powerful ways.

What Will | Learn?

e How to perform and interpret music,
dance, and drama pieces

¢ How to compose, arrange, and notate
your own original music using digital
technology

e How to research and analyse different
styles, traditions, and purposes of
performing arts

e How to develop aural and performance
skills through active listening and
practice

e How to express meaning and emotion
through movement, sound, and
storytelling

What Type Of Things Will | Do?

e Arrange and perform musical, dance,
and dramatic pieces

e Create your own music using
technology and composition techniques

e Explore the cultural and historical
contexts of music, dance, and theatre

e Take part in group performances and
live presentations

e Develop aural recognition skills and
learn to identify instruments, sounds,
and structures

e Build a folio including research, creative
work, and performance reflections
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What Can This Lead To?

Studying Performing Arts builds
confidence, creativity, collaboration, and
communication skills — all highly valued in
a wide range of careers. It can lead to future
study and work in areas such as:

Musician or Composer

Dancer or Choreographer

Actor or Director

Theatre or Stage Technician

Music Producer or Sound Engineer
Drama or Music Teacher

Arts Therapist or Community Arts
Facilitator

e Event Manager or Arts Administrator

e Radio/Podcast Host or Voice Actor

Possible Pathway

Year Courses Offered
Year 9/10 Performing Arts
Year 1 VCE Music
VCE Theatre Studies
VCE Dance
Year 12 VCE Music
VCE Theatre Studies
VCE Dance

Why Choose This Subject?

Choose Performing Arts if you love to
express yourself, enjoy being creative and
collaborative, and want to develop your
confidence in front of an audience. This
subject is perfect for students who are
passionate about music, movement,
storytelling, or the technical and
production side of performance. Whether
you dream of a career in the arts or simply
want to build transferable skills, Performing
Arts is a fun, rewarding and engaging
subject that challenges and inspires.
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Visual Arts

What's It All About?

Visual Arts is about exploring your creativity, experimenting with materials, and learning how
to express ideas through visual language. You'll create artworks that commmunicate your
thoughts, emotions, and personal perspectives. Along the way, you'll build technical skills and
discover how art can reflect, challenge, and shape the world around us. Through hands-on
projects and artist studies, you'll push your creative thinking and learn to make art with

meaning.

What Will | Learn? e lllustrator or Animator

e How to use a range of materials * Photographer or Videographer
techniques, and technologies to create * Fashion or Textile Designer o
artworks e Art Director (in advertising, publishing,

e How to analyse and evaluate artworks or f||m) ) )
from different cultures, times, and ° Intenor.or Spatial DeS|gn§r
places e Industrial or Product Designer

e How to identify artist influences and * Architect or Landscape Designer
develop your own art style e Curator, Art Historian, or Gallery

e How to interpret and communicate
meaning in visual artworks

e How audiences engage with and
interpret art

What Type Of Things Will | Do?

e Explore a variety of materials and

Educator

Arts Therapist, Art Teacher, or
Community Arts Worker

Game Designer, Multimedia Artist, or
Creative Technologist

Possible Pathway

techniques, including drawing, painting, Year Courses Offered
ceramics, sculpture, and printmaking Year 9/10  Visual Arts
e Create digital artworks using Year 11 VCE Art Making and
photography, film, and animation Exhibiting,
e Use CAD/CAM software for 3D design VCE Visual Communicate
e Develop fashion and product design Design
concepts VCE Product Design &
e Maintain a visual diary Technologies
o Reflect on and write about your own Year 12 VCE Art Making and
and others’ artworks Exhibiting,
VCE Visual Communicate
What Can This Lead To? Design

Studying Visual Arts can open the door to a
wide range of creative careers. It's not just
about becoming an artist — it's about
developing transferable skills like visual
communication, creative problem-solving,
independent thinking, and design literacy

VCE Product Design &
Technologies

Why Choose This Subject?

Choose Visual Arts if you enjoy being

that are highly valued in many industries. creative, want to express your ideas visually,

and are curious about how art influences
the world. This subject offers hands-on
learning, creative freedom, and the chance
to develop a strong folio for future study or
work in creative industries.

Potential Career Pathways:

e Fine Artist (painter, sculptor, installation
artist)

e GCraphic Designer
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ELECTIVES - HEALTH & PE

Sport and Recreation

What's It All About?

Sport and Recreation is a practical elective that focuses on developing students’ skills in
physical activity, teamwork, and leadership. Through participation in a range of sports and
recreational activities, students will gain knowledge of fitness principles, coaching techniques,

and the broader sport and recreation sphere.

What Will | Learn?

In the Sport and Recreation elective,
students will explore the foundations of
physical activity, fitness, and teamwork
through a variety of sports and recreational
activities. Students will develop skills in
leadership, coaching and performance
analysis, while also learning about the
importance of health and safety in sporting
environments.

What Type Of Things Will | Do?

Students will engage in practical activities

that include:

e Strength and conditioning principles
specific to sports of choice by
completing a training dairy and

e GCroup and individual coaching

e Refereeing a variety of sports

e Participate in various sports and physical
activity forms

What Can This Lead To?

This subject can be used as preparation for
VCE Physical Education, Health and
Human Development or VET Sport and
Recreation Certificate Il in Sport and
Recreation.

Possible careers from the Sport and
Recreation pathway include sports
coaching, refereeing, sports administration,
facility management and personal training.
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Possible Pathway

Year Courses Offered
Year 9/10 Sport & Recreation
Year 1 Health and Human

development
Physical Education
VET Sport and Recreation

Health and Human
development

Physical Education

VET Sport and Recreation

Year 12

Why Choose This Subject?

This subject is ideal for those interested in
improving their fitness, developing
leadership and coaching skills, or exploring
pathways in the sport, health, or recreation
industries. Students who thrive in practical
learning environments and have a keen
interest in furthering their understanding
of human movement will find this elective
highly beneficial.

Westall SC — Middle School Handbook 2027



ELECTIVES - HUMANITIES

Finance and the Law

What's It All About?

Finance and the Law is a year-long elective that helps students understand how Australia’s
economy, legal system and system of government work. Students learn about inflation, trade,
cost of living, courts, criminal and civil law, democracy, Parliament, law-making and law reform.
The subject develops practical knowledge, critical thinking and real-world decision-making

skills.

What Will | Learn?

Economics and Financial Literacy

e Supply and demand

e Opportunity cost

e Inflation and cost of living

e Trade, imports, and exports

e Australia in the global economy

e Economic growth and living standards

e Saving, investing and the share
market

Foundations of Law

e Why laws exist

e Criminal and civil law

e Burden of proof

e The court system

e Roles of judges, juries, and lawyers
e Principles of justice

Government and Politics

e Australia’s system of government

e Democracy and voting

e Parliament

e Political parties and representation

e How laws are made

¢ Rights and responsibilities of citizens

Law-Making and Law Reform
e Statutory law

o How bills become laws

¢ Why laws change over time
e Unjust or outdated laws

e Courts interpreting laws

¢ International law basics
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What Type Of Things Will | Do?

Students will analyse real-world issues,
complete investigations, create
presentations, examine case studies,
participate in discussions and debates,
interpret economic information, explore
legal scenarios and evaluate whether laws
and government decisions are fair and
effective.

What Can This Lead To?

Criminology, Legal Administrator, Court
personnel, Judges Associate, Solicitor,
Police Officer, Journalist, School Teacher.
University degrees related to Financial
Advisor, Banking, Commerce, Accounting.

Possible Pathway

Year Courses Offered

Year 9/10 Finance and the Law

Year 11 Accounting
Economics
Politics

Legal Studies

Business Management

Accounting

Politics

Economics

Legal Studies

Business Management

Year 12

Why Choose This Subject?

Choose this subject if you are interested in
how Australia, the economy and the law
work. You will learn how the economy
affects everyday life, how courts and laws
operate, how governments make decisions,
and how laws can change over time. This
subject is useful for students interested in
law, politics, economics, business, finance,
justice, and current affairs.
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Lit Histories

What's It All About?

Lit Histories explores key global conflicts and dictatorships of the 20th century, examining
power, control, and their social consequences. Students will investigate the causes of
World War Il, Australia’'s involvement, and the rise of authoritarian regimes like Stalin,
Hitler, Mao, and Pol Pot. The course also covers the fight for rights and freedoms,
particularly in Australia and the U.S,, analysing the impact of leaders and grassroots
movements. This subject develops critical thinking, political awareness, and historical
analysis skills, preparing students for VCE History and beyond.

What Will | Learn?
Myths and Legends

Crime and Punishment

Students examine the themes of crime and
punishment through a variety of literary
and historical lenses. Students will explore
how different societies define crime and
administer justice, and how these concepts
have evolved over time.

History's Mysteries

Students will investigate unsolved or
debated historical events, considering
various perspectives and the reliability of
different types of evidence. The unit aims to
develop students' analytical skills and their
ability to critically assess historical sources
and arguments.

What Type Of Things Will | Do?

The study of history will involve the
following historical concepts and skills:

Chronology - sequencing events and
analysing patterns of change

Cause and Effect - investigating the
long-term causes and short-term
triggers of conflicts

Historical Sources as Evidence -
evaluating primary and secondary
sources
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Historical Significance - assessing the
importance of events, individuals, and
ideas

Comparisons and Perspectives -
identifying similarities and differences
between dictatorships and democratic
systems

Critical Thinking - applying historical
knowledge to contemporary political
issues

What Can This Lead To?

This subject builds transferable skills
applicable to

careers in: Law, Politics, Journalism,
International Relations, Teaching,
Museum Curatorship, Archival and
Heritage Management, Public Policy,
Intelligence and Security Services

Possible Pathway

Year Courses Offered

Year 9/10 Lit Histories

Year 11 VCE History: Modern History
Year 12 VCE History: Revolutions

Why Choose This Subject?

Choose this subject if you are interested
in learning about: The study of history will
also enable you to develop your research,
analytical, teamwork and
communication skills which can lead to a
range of higher education or workplace
destinations that interest you.
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ELECTIVES - LANGUAGES

Bridging EAL

What's It All About?

The Bridging EAL course is designed to provide targeted language support for students in
Years 9 and 10 who are learning English as an Additional Language (EAL) and are likely to
continue into the Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE) pathway.

What Will | Learn?

How to build vocabulary and improve
grammar for both every day and academic
use. Develop confidence in reading
comprehension and text analysis. How to
write for different purposes (e.g. persuasive,
narrative, analytical). How to effectively take
notes, summarising, and implement study
strategies. Improve oral communication
and classroom participation. Gain
experience with VCE-style tasks and
assessments to support understanding of
key concepts across the curriculum.

What Type Of Things Will | Do?

¢ Speaking and listening activities,
including role-plays, presentations,
interviews, group work and discussion

e Reading a variety of text types

¢ Comprehension and analysis activities

¢ Planning, writing and editing different
text types, including journal entries,
poems/songs, personal letters, children's
books, letters to the editor, essays,
reports, scripts and biographies

Westall SC — Middle School Handbook 2027

What Can This Lead To?

Greater support for students who wish to
continue with the VCE EAL in senior school,
which is a prerequisite for all Tertiary
Courses.

Possible Pathway

Year Courses Offered
Year 10 Bridging EAL
EAL

Year 11 VCE EAL
Year 12 VCE EAL

Why Choose This Subject?

How to strengthen the foundational
language and literacy skills that students
will need to successfully engage with the
academic demands of VCE subjects,
particularly English and other language-
rich learning areas.
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Chinese

What's It All About?

Year 10 Chinese is designed to strengthen and expand students’ Chinese language skills and
cultural understanding through more advanced and independent learning tasks. Students will
deepen their knowledge of grammar, sentence structures, and vocabulary to communicate
effectively in a wide range of contexts. They will explore practical and engaging themes such as
personal identity, family and friendships, school life and future plans, festivals and traditions,
hobbies and interests, shopping, and travel experiences.

Students will be expected to complete longer and more detailed written and spoken tasks,
including writing short essays, performing dialogues, and preparing oral presentations. They
will develop strategies to comprehend more complex spoken and written texts and respond
appropriately. There is a strong emphasis on improving fluency, accuracy, and confidence in
both spoken and written Chinese.

Students will also explore cultural values, behaviours, and social norms in Chinese-speaking
communities, comparing them with their own. This intercultural learning helps students
develop a deeper appreciation of language as a tool for global connection and understanding.
Year 10 Chinese prepares students for the demands of VCE Chinese by promoting independent
learning, critical thinking, and meaningful communication.

What Will | Learn?

Key skills: reading, writing, speaking,
listening and viewing

Students will learn to write in a variety of
text types, such as letters, diary entries,
emails, speech and short essays.

Students will develop a broad vocabulary
and solid understanding of grammar for
practical communication.

Students will gain confidence in speaking
Chinese in various contexts, including role-
plays and presentations.

Students will learn strategies to understand
written and spoken Chinese in both
familiar and unfamiliar contexts.

What Type Of Things Will | Do?

Take part in class discussions, language
games, cultural activities, oral
presentations, and role-plays. Students will
practise ordering food, giving opinions,
describing people and places, and making
comparisons in Chinese. They will also
complete writing tasks such as letters and
diary entries, listen to Chinese dialogues
and music, watch short films, and build
vocabulary lists. Regular grammar revision
and language exercises will be included to
strengthen their understanding.

What Can This Lead To?

Chinese can lead to university and TAFE
courses in Languages, Business, Education,
Global Studies, International Studies,
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International/Public Relations, Translation
and Tourism. It also opens up opportunities
to work or study in Chinese-speaking
countries and strengthens students’
resumes in a global job market.

Possible Pathway

Year Courses Offered

Year 10 Chinese

Year 11 Chinese First Language
Chinese Second Language
Advanced

Chinese Second Language

Chinese First Language
Chinese Second Language
Advanced

Chinese Second Language

Year 12

Why Choose This Subject?

Choose this subject if you are interested in:
Learning more about the Chinese language
and culture.

Communicating with over a billion people
globally.

Enhancing your career and study
opportunities.

Preparing for future travel, exchange
programs, or participation in Chinese
cultural events

Improving your cognitive skills, memory,
and literacy across all subjects.
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ELECTIVES - MATHEMATICS

Maths Extension

What's It All About?

This elective aims to extend high performing students by giving them access to early key
knowledge required for VCE Mathematical Methods.

This subject is only recommended for extremely advanced and high performing year 9
students and high performing year 10 students who are ready for a greater challenge in

mathematics.

What Will | Learn?

Semester 1

e Linear Functions

e Quadratic Functions

e Cubic Functions

Semester 2

e Circular Functions

e Exponential & Logarithmic Functions

e Probability

e Calculus (Differentiation &
Anti-Differentiation)

What Type Of Things Will | Do?

You will explore a wide range of
functions, including linear, quadratic,
cubic, circular, exponential, and
logarithmic functions. You will learn how
to solve equations, graph these functions,
and understand how they are used in
real-world situations.

The course also introduces key ideas
from calculus, such as differentiation and
anti-differentiation, to help you
understand how things change and
move. In addition, you will study
probability and how to calculate the
chances of different events.
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What Can This Lead To?

Prerequisite for tertiary courses

Possible Pathway

Year Courses Offered

Year9/10 Maths General

Maths Extension

Year 11 VCE Maths Methods
VCE Specialist Maths
VCE General Maths

Year 12 VCE Maths Methods

VCE Specialist Maths
VCE General Maths

Why Choose This Subject?

Choose this subject if you are interested
in learning about different types of
functions such as linear, quadratic, cubic,
circular, exponential, and logarithmic.
This will involve how to graph and solve
them, and their applications.

You'll also explore probability and get an
introduction to calculus which includes
differentiation and anti-differentiation.

You will develop your skills in using CAS

calculators to support your learning and
problem solving.
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ELECTIVES - SCIENCES

Bio Green

What's It All About?

Biogreen explores how living things, and the environment are connected, focusing on
sustainability, ecosystems, and how science can help solve real-world environmental
challenges. It combines biology and environmental science to help you understand life on

Earth and how we can protect it.

What Will | Learn?

Students learn about biodiversity, food
chains, ecosystems, human impact on
the environment, and how renewable
energy and sustainable practices can
reduce our ecological footprint. The
course also introduces scientific
investigation and environmental data
analysis.

What Type Of Things Will | Do?

Students will take part in hands-on
experiments, fieldwork, sustainability
projects, and group challenges. Activities
may include water testing, building eco-
systems in a jar, designing green energy
solutions, and investigating local
environmental issues.

What Can This Lead To?

Environmental Scientist - Studies
environmental problems and works on
solutions like pollution control,
conservation, and sustainability.

Sustainability Officer — Helps

organisations reduce their environmental

impact and adopt eco-friendly practices.

Conservation Officer — Protects natural
areas and wildlife, often working in
national parks or with environmental
agencies.

Ecologist — Studies ecosystems, how
organisms interact with each other and
their environment.

Climate Change Analyst - Researches

and advises on the environmental impact

of human activity and climate-related
issues.
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Possible Pathway

Year Courses Offered
Year 9/10 Bio Green

Year 11 VCE Biology
VCE Environmental Science

Year 12 VCE Biology
VCE Environmental Science

Why Choose This Subject?

Choose Biogreen if you're passionate
about nature, the environment, and
making a positive impact on the planet.
This subject is perfect for students
interested in biology, sustainability, or
future careers in environmental science,
conservation, or green technology. It's a
great way to build practical science skills
while exploring real-world problems and
solutions that matter for our future.
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What's It All About?

Electronics is all about understanding how electrical systems work and how we use them
in everyday life. This elective introduces the basics of electrical and electronic theory,
focusing on how to build, test, and troubleshoot real circuits and devices.

What Will | Learn?

Students learn how electronic
components function, how to design and
build circuits, and how to use tools like
multimeters and soldering irons. You'll
also explore housing design, fault-finding
techniques, and safety practices in the
electronics industry.

What Type Of Things Will | Do?

Students build and test circuits, create
small electronic projects using various
materials, and explore modern
technologies like electromagnetic and
radio systems. You'll also gain hands-on
experience with tools and equipment
used in the field.

What Can This Lead To?

This subject is a great introduction to
VCE Physics or Systems Engineering and
can lead to future pathways in electrical
engineering, robotics, automation, and
other tech-related careers.

Electronics Engineer — Designs and
develops electronic equipment like
circuit boards, sensors, and
communication systems.

Electrical Engineer - Works on large-
scale electrical systems, including power
generation and distribution.

Mechatronics Engineer - Combines
electronics, mechanics, and computing
to design smart systems like robots and
automated machines.

Telecommunications Technician -
Installs and maintains phone, internet,
and communication networks.
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Possible Pathway

Year
Year 9/10

Year 11

Year 12

Courses Offered

Electronics

Phys Chem

VCE Physics

VCE Systems Engineering

VCE Physics
VCE Systems Engineering

Why Choose This Subject?

Choose Electronics if you enjoy building
things, working with your hands, and
solving technical problems. It's a fun and
practical way to learn how modern
devices work and gives you useful skills
for future study or careers in STEM and
technology.
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What's It All About?

Forensic Science is the exciting intersection of science and the law. It focuses on how
scientific principles from biology, chemistry, physics, and psychology are used to
investigate crimes and uncover the truth behind real-world cases.

What Will | Learn?

Students will learn how to collect,
examine, and analyse different types of
evidence — from fingerprints and hair
samples to chemicals and materials.
Students explore how scientific
techniques help identify suspects, solve
mysteries, and support the justice
system.

What Type Of Things Will | Do?

Students will take part in hands-on
investigations, crime scene simulations,
and lab experiments. Activities might
include analysing DNA, testing
substances, matching fibres, and using

observation and critical thinking skills to

solve case studies.

What Can This Lead To?

Forensic Scientist - Analyses physical
evidence (e.g. DNA, blood, fibres, drugs)
in a lab setting to support criminal
investigations.

DNA Analyst - Specialises in processing
biological samples to identify individuals

from genetic material.

Toxicologist - Studies the effects of
chemicals, drugs, and poisons on the

body; often works on post-mortem cases.

Forensic Chemist - Examines unknown

substances (e.g. drugs, explosives) and
chemical residues.

Ballistics Expert — Analyses firearms,

bullets, and bullet impacts to understand

how a weapon was used.
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Possible Pathway

Year Courses Offered

Year 9/10 Forensics

Year 11 VCE Biology
VCE Psychology

Year 12 VCE Biology
VCE Psychology

Why Choose This Subject?

Choose Forensic Science if you're curious
about solving puzzles, enjoy hands-on
experiments, and want to see how
science applies to real-life investigations.
It's perfect for students who love mystery,
science, and critical thinking.
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How the Mind and Body Function

What's It All About?

Students will explore the fascinating connection between the mind and body by
combining elements of Psychology, Health, Physical Education, and Sports Science. This
subject dives into the science of how our body systems interact and how our brain
functions—both in typical states and altered ones. Students will gain practical and
theoretical insights into how our mental and physical health are intertwined.

What Will | Learn?

The major body systems and how they
interact (nervous, muscular, skeletal,
etc))

How our bodies change and adapt to
exercise

How food fuels the body and brain
Biomechanics and how the body
moves

The structure and function of the
nervous system

How neurotransmitters influence
mental health

Addiction and how it affects the brain
and body

The role and importance of sleep
Altered states of consciousness
Psychological theories and models of
behaviour

How to interpret basic brain activity
(e.g. EEQ)

What Type Of Things Will | Do?

Analyse sleep patterns and circadian
rhythms

Interpret EEG (brain wave) readings
Conduct reaction time and reflex tests
Track nutrition and its effect on mood
and energy

Watch and reflect on psychological
experiments

Complete a sleep diary and
psychological profile

Explore mindfulness and regulation
strategiesParticipate in biomechanical
and fitness testing

Engage in case studies on addiction
and mental health
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What Can This Lead To?

This subject builds foundational
knowledge and skills relevant to careers
such as:

e Psychologist

e Nurse or Paramedic

e Physiotherapist

e Personal Trainer or Sports Scientist

e Mental Health Support Worker

e Nutritionist or Dietitian

e Occupational Therapist

POSSIBLE PATHWAY

Year Courses Offered

Year 9/10 How the Mind and Body
Function

Year 11 VCE Psychology
VCE Physical Education
VCE Health & Human
Development

Year 12 VCE Psychology

VCE Physical Education
VCE Health & Human
Development

Why Choose This Subject?

Choose this subject if you are curious
about how your brain and body work
together to create thoughts, behaviours,
habits, and health. It's a great fit for
students who are interested in the
science of sleep, addiction, brain
function, fitness, and mental health—and
who enjoy practical activities and making
real-world connections to wellbeing.
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Phys Chem

What's It All About?

PhysChem is a dynamic science elective that introduces you to the core concepts of VCE
Chemistry and Physics. It's all about understanding how matter behaves and how energy

and forces shape the world around us.

What Will | Learn?

Semester 1 focuses on an introduction of
VCE Chemistry. Chemistry explores and
explains the composition and behaviour
of matter and the chemical processes
that occur on Earth and beyond.
Chemical models and theories are used
to describe and explain known chemical
reactions and processes.

Semester 2 focuses on an introduction of
VCE Physics. Physics seeks to understand
and explain the physical world. It
examines models and ideas used to
make sense of the world and which are
sometimes challenged as new
knowledge develops. By looking at the
way matter and energy interact through
observations, measurements and
experiments, physicists gain a better
understanding of the underlying laws of
nature.

What Type Of Things Will | Do?

Students plan and carry out experiments,
analyse data, and explore real-world case
studies. From testing chemical reactions
to investigating motion and energy,
students apply theory through hands-on
investigations and media analysis.

What Can This Lead To?

PhysChem provides a strong foundation
for VCE Chemistry and Physics, and
supports pathways into engineering,
health sciences, environmental science,
and a range of STEM careers.

Chemist - Works in laboratories
researching materials, developing
products (like medicines, plastics, or
cosmetics), or analyzing substances.
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Pharmacist - Uses knowledge of
chemistry to prepare and dispense
medications and advise on their use.

Chemical Engineer — Designs and
operates chemical processes for large-
scale manufacturing (e.g., fuels, food,
pharmaceuticals).

Forensic Scientist — Analyses chemical
evidence from crime scenes, such as
drugs, poisons, and trace materials.

Environmental Chemist - Studies
chemical pollutants in the environment
and works on solutions for sustainability

Electrical/Electronic Engineer — \Works
with electrical systems, circuits, and
technologies like robotics and
telecommunications

Possible Pathway

Year Courses Offered

Year 9/10 Physchem

Year 11 Unit1&2:
Chemistry
Physics

Year 12 Unit 3 & 4:
Chemistry
Physics

Why Choose This Subject?

Choose Phys Chem if you're curious
about how the world works, enjoy
practical science, and want a head start
on VCE physics and chemistry. It's ideal
for students who like problem-solving,
experimenting, and thinking critically
about the physical and chemical
sciences.
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ELECTIVES - TECHNOLOGY

Design Technology - Woodwork

What's It All About?

This subject introduces students to the VCE curriculum which includes, Product design,
Systems Engineering and Visual Communication Design.

Students learn about design manufacturing and application of wood-based materials.
They learn about different types of wood (hardwood and softwood) their properties, and
how they can be used to create various products.

Students develop their own design briefs to produce functional products made from
different types of timber. They plan, manage and evaluate the production of their work.

What Will | Learn?

Content

Students develop design briefs and
investigate a range of material, tools
and equipment to develop design
ideas.

They apply thinking, creativity and
innovation to develop sophisticated
design ideas.

Students work to safely test, select
and justify appropriate technologies
and processes to make design
solutions.

Students evaluate design ideas using
success criteria

Students produce project plans
individually and collaboratively taking
into consideration time, cost, risk and
production processes

Assessment:

Digital Portfolio / Visual diary
Production Folio
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What Type Of Things Will | Do?

Develop and make timber functional
products

What Can This Lead To?

Carpentry, Construction, Cabinet Making,
Architecture, Graphic Design,
Engineering

Possible Pathway

Courses Offered

Woodwork, Product
Design, Visual
Communication Design
Product Design, Systems
Engineering, Visual
Communication Design

Year
Year 9/10

Year - 11 and
12 VCE

Why Choose This Subject?

Choose this subject if you are interested
in learning about wood-based materials,
as well as develop your skills in the use of
woodwork machinery, tools and
equipment to make a range of functional
timber products.
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Food Studies

WHAT'S IT ALL ABOUT?

Food Studies is about exploring the science, skills, and creativity behind preparing and
presenting food. In this subject, students investigate how the characteristics and
properties of ingredients affect cooking techniques, food safety, and presentation. You'll
gain real-world knowledge and hands-on experience relevant to the hospitality industry
while also learning how to make informed, healthy food choices.

What Will | Learn?

e How to apply safe and efficient food
preparation and cooking techniques

¢ How to use commercial kitchen tools,
including espresso machines and
knives

e How to follow hygiene, safety, and
industry-standard procedures

e The importance of healthy eating and
how to create nutritious meals

e The terminology and processes
involved in accredited hospitality
training

e How to begin your pathway into TAFE
or vocational studies

What Type Of Things Will | Do?

e Prepare a variety of dishes using basic
commercial cookery techniques

e Learn the foundations of catering and
espresso making

e Complete accredited training units in
food safety and occupational health
and safety

e Work through practical kitchen tasks
with a focus on industry standards

e Explore how to enrol in vocational
courses and complete related
paperwork

e Build a folio that includes practical
projects and written assessments
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What Can This Lead To?

Food Studies provides a strong

foundation for careers in the hospitality

and food services industry. It helps

prepare students for further education

and training in TAFE or other vocational

settings. Future pathways and careers

may include:

e Chefor Cook

e Pastry Chef or Baker

e Barista or Hospitality Assistant

e Catering Manager or Event Planner

e Food Safety Supervisor

e Nutritionist or Food Technologist
(with further study)

o Café Owner or Small Business
Entrepreneur

Possible Pathway

Year Courses Offered
Year 9/10 Food Studies

Year 11 VCE Food Studies
VET Hospitality

Year 12 VCE Food Studies
VET Hospitality

Why Choose This Subject?

Choose Food Studies if you enjoy
cooking, working with your hands, and
learning about how food shapes our
health, culture, and industry.

This subject is ideal for students
interested in hospitality careers,
vocational training, or simply gaining
lifelong skills in preparing food safely and
confidently.

It's a great step toward a TAFE
qualification or apprenticeship in the
growing food and hospitality sector.
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Patisserie

What's It All About?

Patisserie is the art and science of creating baked goods and sweet treats. In this subject,
students explore the fundamentals of baking, dessert-making, and food preparation, with
a focus on practical, hands-on learning. You'll gain the skills to work confidently and safely
in both domestic and commercial kitchens while learning to cook as part of a team. This
course is ideal for students interested in a career in pastry, baking, or café culture.

What Will | Learn?

e How to prepare a variety of sweet and
savoury baked dishes

e How to work safely in a kitchen
environment, following food safety
practices

e How to use measuring, timing, and
recipe-reading skills (literacy and
numeracy)

e How to work collaboratively in a
kitchen team

e How to apply design and production
skills to create professional-quality
products

e How to plan for a pathway in bakeries,
cafés, or commercial kitchens

What Type Of Things Will | Do?

e Bake pastries, cakes, and savoury
dishes in pairs or small groups

e Learn about ingredients, preparation
methods, and presentation
techniques

e Use equipment and tools common in
commercial and home kitchens

e Develop a sense of timing,
consistency, and teamwork under real
kitchen conditions

e Complete practical tasks, workbook
entries, and assessments based on
your cooking skills
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What Can This Lead To?

These subject builds essential skills for

anyone considering a future in hospitality

or the food industry. It supports

pathways into:

e Pastry Chef or Baker

e Café or Bakery Assistant

e Patissier in a commercial kitchen

e Hospitality or Food Service Worker

e Cake Decorator or Dessert Designer

e Entrepreneur or Small Business
Owner (e.g. home bakery or dessert
café)

Possible Pathway

Year Courses Offered
Year 9/10 Patisserie

Year 11 VCE Food Studies
VET Hospitality
Year 12 VCE Food Studies

VET Hospitality

Why Choose This Subject?

Choose Patisserie if you love baking,
enjoy working with your hands, and want
to build practical skills you can use at
home or in a hospitality career. This
subject offers a real taste of what it's like
to work in a café, bakery, or commercial
kitchen, and helps you develop
confidence, creativity, and
professionalism in the kitchen.

33



WESTALL

Secondary College

88 Rosebank Avenue,
Clayton South VIC 3169

P: 9546 3233
www.westallsc.vic.edu.au



