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Welcome to the Senior Sub-School! 
 
This booklet has been created to help students choose their Senior School Course of 
Study. 
 
We strongly encourage you to read it thoroughly, as it contains essential information 
about the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority (VCAA) procedures, along with 
tips to support the organisational skills needed for success in the VCE, VCE VM, and VPC 
programs. 
 
At Westall Secondary College, we expect all senior students to take full advantage of the 
learning opportunities available.  
 
Senior students are expected to take responsibility for their learning and demonstrate 
independence in their studies.  
 
However, parents and guardians play a crucial role in supporting student success. You can 
assist by: 
• Providing a quiet, dedicated space for study 
• Encouraging effective time management and a consistent study routine 
• Promoting the regular use of the school diary to keep track of important dates and 

assessment tasks 
• Offering emotional support and encouragement when needed 
• Communicating with the school about any issues that may impact your child’s 

progress; in some cases, special provisions may be available 
• Motivating your child to engage fully in school life encompasses more than just 

academic results 
 
We understand that unforeseen challenges may arise. This booklet outlines guidance for 
students facing difficulties in meeting expectations. 
 
It is important for students to keep the school informed of any issues they encounter. The 
VCAA has processes in place to manage such situations, and the college also offers 
support services where appropriate. 
 
If you have any questions or concerns, we encourage you to contact us. We are here to 
support you throughout your senior school journey. 
 
Goodluck and enjoy the journey through the final years of your secondary education! 
 
Regards, 
 

 
Mr. Travis McIntosh 
Assistant Principal (Senior School) 
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KEY Staff 
 

Who? Position of 
Responsibility How this person can help you 

Mr. McIntosh Assistant Principal -  
Senior School 

College expectations, coping 
strategies, general information 
regarding life at school 

Ms. Vasilakis Director of Learning - 
Senior School 

Support with choosing pathways and 
transitioning from secondary school 
to tertiary settings or work. Ongoing 
support with career choices 

Ms. Ifandis Year 12 Coordinator 
Day-to-day support, VCE information 
and regulations, exam timetables, 
coping mechanisms 

Ms. Papagiannopoulos Year 11 Coordinator 
Day-to-day support, VCE information 
and regulations, exam timetables, 
coping mechanisms 

Mr. Gropel Applied Learning 
Coordinator 

Support VCEVM students and ensure 
that they meet all their learning 
outcomes, eg. SWL, Literacy, 
Numeracy, etc. 

Ms. Karayiannis Senior Sub-School 
Administrator 

Monitor Senior student attendance, 
uniform and forms. Day to day 
support of senior students. 

Ms. Borgonha Careers and Pathways 
Advisor Ongoing support with career choices 

Ms. Bao International Students’ 
Program Coordinator 

First port of call for all International 
students, liaison between school, host 
family, and 
family, day to day support at school 

Ashley Oehler Wellbeing Coordinator Provides confidential counselling and 
referral service 
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About The VCE 
Understanding the VCE 
The Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE) is the senior secondary qualification in 
Victoria. Many students choose the VCE because of its wide range of subject options and 
the diverse pathways it can lead to after school, including university, TAFE, or 
employment. The VCE allows students to combine traditional academic subjects with 
hands-on vocational education. 
 

What is an ATAR? 
The Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR) is a number between 0.00 and 99.95 that 
reflects a student’s overall academic performance in comparison to all other Year 12 
students across Australia. It is calculated based on your VCE study scores and is commonly 
used by universities during the admissions process. 
 

To receive an ATAR, you must: 
• Successfully complete the VCE requirements. 
• Receive study scores in at least four Unit 3–4 subjects, including one from the English 

group. 
 

What is a Study Score? 
A study score is a number between 0 and 50 that shows how well you performed in a 
subject compared to all other students in Victoria who studied the same subject in that 
year. 
 

To receive a study score, you must: 
• Complete both Units 3 and 4 of the subjects in the same year. 
• Complete all required graded assessments for that subject. 
 

How to Achieve Your VCE 
VCE (Standard) Program 
• Minimum 16 units 
• Three units from the English group, with at least one Unit 3-4 sequence. 
• At least three other Unit 3-4 sequences in any subject area, which can include further 

sequences from the English group 
 

Choosing Your Subjects 
Besides the compulsory English units, you have flexibility in choosing your VCE subjects. 
It's important to: 
• Choose subjects you enjoy and perform well in. 
• Consider any prerequisites for university, TAFE, or future careers. 
 

Completing the VCE in Over Two or More Years 
Most students at Westall Secondary College complete the VCE over two years: 
• Year 11: Units 1 and 2 
• Year 12: Units 3 and 4 
 
Some students begin VCE early, starting Units 1 and 2 in Year 10. These students may 
complete six subjects in Year 12, potentially providing an advantage in their ATAR 
calculation. 
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Subject Requirements at Westall 
At Westall Secondary College, the following subject load is required: 
• Year 11 students must undertake six subjects. 
• Year 12 students must undertake five subjects. 
 
This ensures students have every opportunity to meet the VCE’s 16-unit completion 
requirement. 
 
 

Sample Year 11 VCE Programs 
 
Kevin’s VCE Program 
Kevin is a Year 10 student moving into VCE. He enjoys drawing, building model airplanes, 
and working in teams. With a strong background in mathematics and a passion for 
design, Kevin is interested in a career that combines creativity with analytical thinking. 
 
Units 1 and 2: 
• English 
• General Mathematics 
• Mathematical Methods 
• Product Design and Technology 
• Systems Engineering 
• VET Building and Construction 

Units 3 and 4: 
• English 
• General Mathematics 
• Mathematical Methods 
• Product Design and Technology 
• Systems Engineering 

 
 
Nancy’s VCE Program 
Nancy, also a Year 10 student, enjoys reading and writing and is interested in a future 
career that involves helping others, though she is still exploring her options. She speaks 
fluent Vietnamese and would like to include this language in her VCE studies. Nancy 
wants to keep her university options open by choosing a broad and flexible VCE program. 
 
Year 11 (Units 1 and 2): 
• English 
• General Mathematics 
• Legal Studies 
• Health and Human Development 
• Psychology 
• Vietnamese (studied through the 

Victorian School of Languages) 

Year 12 (Units 3 and 4): 
• English 
• General Mathematics 
• Legal Studies 
• Psychology 
• Vietnamese (studied through the 

Victorian School of Languages) 
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About the VCE-VM 
The VCE Vocational Major (VCE VM) is a practical, hands-on program for students in Years 
11 and 12. Unlike the traditional VCE pathway, which is often used to gain direct entry into 
university, the VCE VM is a two-year applied learning program designed to support 
successful transitions into apprenticeships, traineeships, further education, training, or 
university through non-ATAR pathways. 
 
The VCE VM provides flexibility and choice, allowing students to focus on their individual 
strengths and interests. It helps develop valuable, transferable skills alongside subject-
specific knowledge, preparing students for success in further education, the workplace, 
and everyday life. 
 
 

Requirements to Achieve the VCE VM 
To complete the VCE VM, students must complete at least 16 units, including: 
• 3 units of VCE VM Literacy or VCE English (including one Unit 3–4 sequence) 
• At least three other Unit 3–4 sequences in any subject area 
• 2 units of VCE VM Numeracy or VCE Mathematics 
• 2 units of VCE VM Work Related Skills 
• 2 units of VCE VM Personal Development Skills 
• 2 VET credits at Certificate II level or above (minimum 180 nominal hours) 
 
 

About the VPC 
The Victorian Pathways Certificate (VPC) is an inclusive secondary qualification for 
students in Years 11 and 12. It offers a flexible program designed for those who benefit from 
personalized learning or who may not yet be ready to undertake the VCE. 
 
Requirements to complete Your VPC 
You must complete 12 or more units, which must include at least: 
• 2 units of VPC Literacy (or equivalent units from the VCE English group, including VCE 

VM Literacy) 
• 2 units of VPC Numeracy (or equivalent units from the VCE Mathematics group, 

including VCE VM Numeracy) 
• 2 units of VPC Work-Related Skills 
• 2 units of VPC Personal Development Skills 
 
In addition, you may include units from VCE, VCE VM, or VET courses at Certificate I level 
or higher. You also have the option to participate in Structured Workplace Learning or 
undertake a school-based or part-time apprenticeship or traineeship. 
 
The VPC is not suitable for all students. Any student wishing to apply for the VPC will need 
to apply separately through the school’s Applied Learning Leader.  
 
Assessment and Results 
All units are assessed by your teacher. Upon completion, you will receive a Statement of 
Results from the VCAA detailing the units you have successfully completed. 
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About VET 
VET stands for Vocational Education and Training. It offers nationally recognised 
qualifications and hands-on training in real-world industry settings. VET develops both 
industry-specific skills and general employability skills, preparing you for further 
education, training, and work. 
 
Please note that choosing a VET program may mean you need to attend an off-site 
provider, such as a local school or TAFE, to complete their training. Please consult with the 
school to confirm training location.  
 
Scored VCE VET Programs 
VCE VET programs that include a Unit 3–4 sequence feature school-assessed coursework 
and an end-of-year examination, which contributes to a study score. 
 
VET Pathways 
There are many VET programs available across a wide range of industries, including: 
• Building and Construction 
• Community Services and Early 

Childhood Education 
• Digital Technologies 
• Health 
• Hospitality, Events, and Tourism 
• Renewable Energy and Engineering 
• Agriculture and Environment Animal 

Care 

• Automotive 
• Business Services 
• Creative Industries, Design, and 

Manufacturing 
• Salon Services and Cosmetics 
• Sport and Recreation 

With over 60 approved VET courses, senior students have ample opportunity to complete 
nationally recognised qualifications as part of their overall school program. 
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Choosing Your Subjects 
Students can combine VCE VM subjects with selected VCE academic subjects, provided 
they fit within the VCE VM timetable. It is recommended that students select subjects 
they enjoy and excel in, while also considering the requirements of their intended TAFE 
course, job, or career path. 
 

VCE VM Structure at Westall Secondary College 
VCE VM students typically attend school 3 to 4 days per week depending upon the 
subjects chosen. 
• Wednesdays and Fridays are reserved for VET or School-Based Apprenticeship and 

Traineeship (SBAT) programs. 
• Some students may complete a Structured Workplace Learning (SWL) placement on 

one of these days. 
• VET studies are generally undertaken 1 day per week, across both years of the VCE VM. 
• Students completing an SBAT combine their VET training and workplace experience. 

These placements are coordinated by an employer and a registered apprenticeship 
agency. 

 

Gavin’s VCE-VM program 
Gavin has always loved doing practical subjects that have involved making things. He 
loves being outside and wants to pursue a career where he is hands-on. Gavin is also very 
good at mathematics and enjoys problem solving. 
 
Year 11 (Units 1 and 2): 
VCE-VM Units 1 and 2 
• Literacy 
• Personal Develop Skills 
• Work Related Skills VCE Units 1 and 2 
• General Mathematics VCE VET 
• Certificate II in Building and 

Construction (1st Year) 
 

Year 11 (Units 3 and 4): 
VCE-VM Units 3 and 4 
• Literacy 
• Personal Develop Skills 
• Work Related Skills VCE Units 3 and 4 
• General Mathematics VCE VET 
• Certificate II in Building and 

Construction (2nd Year) 
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VCE Assessment Overview 
Students undertaking the Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE) are assessed in two 
main ways: satisfactory completion and levels of achievement. 
 
Satisfactory Completion 
This indicates that you have successfully met the outcomes specified for a subject. It 
applies to all VCE and VCE Vocational Major (VM) units. 
 
Results 
Each unit is graded as either: 
• S (Satisfactory) – you have demonstrated the required learning outcomes for the unit. 
• N (Not Satisfactory) – you have not demonstrated the required learning outcomes. 
• J (Not Assessed-Insufficient Evidence)-There is not enough evidence to assess your 

work because of one of the following:  
o Missed SAC without a valid reason 
o Work not submitted 
o Attendance issues 
o Similar to an N result, however will not show on your Statement of results 

 
Only Satisfactory (S) results count toward the completion of your VCE. These assessments 
are carried out by your schoolteachers. 
 
Repeating Units 
You may repeat a unit, but you must complete all coursework and assessments again. A 
unit can only be counted once toward your overall VCE completion. 
 
Scored Assessment – Levels of Achievement 
For VCE Units 3 & 4, and for scored VCE VET programs, achievement levels are based on a 
combination of school-based and external assessments, such as exams. 
 
Assessment Breakdown 
Each VCE subject includes three graded assessments, with the balance between school-
based and external tasks varying by subject. 
 
In scored VCE VET scores, assessment includes: 
• A school-based component, and 
• An external assessment. 
 
Note: Not all VCE VET programs are scored. 
 
Results 
Graded results are awarded as: 
• A+ to E 
• UG (Ungraded) – the work did not meet minimum standards for a grade. 
• NA (Not Assessed) 
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School-Based Assessments 
 
School Assessed Coursework (SACs) 
These are tasks that evaluate how well you meet the outcomes for Units 3 and 4, as 
outlined in the study design provided by the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment 
Authority (VCAA). 
 
School Assessed Tasks (SATs) 
Used in practical subjects, SATs are designed by the VCAA and assess practical skills and 
applied knowledge across Units 3 and 4 through projects or portfolios. 
 
Essential Learning Tasks (ELTs) 
Used within the VCE VM and VPC, ELTs are common assessment tasks that provide 
students with a level of achievement against the learning outcome of each unit of study.  
 
External Assessments 
These assessments, typically exams, are the same for every student in a subject. The 
format depends on the subject and may include written, oral, or performance-based 
assessments. 
All external assessments are: 
• Uniformly marked, and 
• Thoroughly checked to ensure fairness and accuracy. 
 
General Achievement Test (GAT) 
The GAT evaluates general knowledge and skills across various learning areas. 
• Section A: Assesses literacy and numeracy; results are recorded in your final GAT 

achievement statement. 
• Sections A and B: Must be completed if you are enrolled in one or more VCE or scored 

VCE VET Unit sequences. 
• Section A only: Required if you are studying any VCE VM Unit 3–4 sequence. 
 
GAT results are used to: 
• Confirm the accuracy of school-based and external assessments, and 
• Calculate a derived examination score if needed. 
 
SACs, SATs, ELTs and Coursework 
Each teacher will give students a Work Program for their class. This is a week-by-week 
guide that includes important dates for all assessment tasks. 
 
Students will also get a semester overview that shows when assessments are due for all 
their subjects. 
 
All coursework must be finished within the time limits listed in the Senior School 
calendar. 
 
Coursework is used to check how well students understand the topics. These tasks are 
based on the requirements in the official study design for each subject. 
 
The study design includes different tasks to measure how well students meet the unit 
goals. Assessment tasks, known as School Assessed Coursework (SACs): 
• Are part of the normal classroom program 
• Must be done during class time 
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Structured Work Placement (SWL) 
A Structured Work Placement (SWP) is an optional part of the VCE VM program that can 
contribute credit towards the VM Work Related Skills units. 
 
During the placement, students spend one day per week working in a real workplace, 
gaining insight into how the industry operates and developing a variety of skills that are 
valuable across all work environments. 
 
SWL involves hands-on learning through work placements, giving you the opportunity to 
develop practical work skills and gain insight into employer expectations. Completing 
SWL can earn you additional units towards your VCE, VCE VM, or VPC. 
 
For some VET programs, completing an SWP is mandatory. In these cases, students must 
secure a placement that aligns with the industry focus of their VET program. 
 
 
 

School-Based Apprenticeships and 
Traineeships (SBATs) 
You can undertake apprenticeships or traineeships in various industries while completing 
your VCE VM, or VPC. Our Pathways and Careers Advisor, Ms. Geraldine Borgonha, and 
Head Start Coordinator, Ms. Jane Jamieson, can assist you in arranging SBATs or 
traineeships. 
 
Your program may include: 
• VCE, VCE VM, or VPC subjects at school 
• VET studies at a Registered Training Organisation (RTO), such as TAFE 
• Part-time paid employment in the industry where you are training 
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Senior School Expectations 
Priorities 
• Studying should be your focus during senior school. 
• Part-time jobs, social activities, and sports are important too, but you need to balance 

these with your schoolwork. 
• Regular review of your lessons, not just homework from teachers, is very important. 
• VCE VM students especially need to manage their time well, as they often have many 

different tasks to handle. 
 

Attendance 
• Students are expected to attend all classes. 
• The goal is to attend at least 90% of classes throughout the year because class time is 

important for preparing and completing assessments. 
• Missing classes without a valid reason can lead to not passing that unit. 
• Students should also attend all work placements, excursions, and trial exams, especially 

for Unit 3/4 subjects and VET programs. 
 

Homework 
• Year 12 students should aim for 15-20 hours of homework per week (about 2.5 to 3 hours 

a day). 
• Year 11 students should aim for 10-15 hours per week (about 2 to 2.5 hours a day). 
• It’s important to balance schoolwork, homework, part-time jobs, sports, hobbies, and 

family time. 
• Year 12 is a short but intense year, so stay focused on your goals. 
• VCE VM students will have some homework, but most of their work will be done in 

class or during workplace learning. 
 

Assessment 
• Assessments happen throughout the semester. 
• Students will receive an assessment schedule for each subject. 
• Students must attend all assessments unless there are special circumstances (see 

Special Provision section). 
 

Leadership 
• As senior students, you are expected to show leadership and maturity. This includes 

following school rules, wearing the correct uniform, attending regularly, and behaving 
respectfully. 

 

Work Organisation 
• Stay organised and manage your tasks so you finish on time. 
• Plan to avoid last-minute stress and use tools like the college diary to keep track of 

everything. 
 
Communication 
• Keep open communication with your teachers and parents. 
• Ask for help when you need it, it’s smart, not a weakness! 
 
Authentication of Work 
• All work you submit must be your own. 
• Attending classes regularly (90% or more) and keeping up with your work helps with 

this. 
• If you are suspected of copying or cheating, it will be dealt with according to school and 

VCAA rules. 
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Attendance Policy 
Class Attendance and Being on School Grounds 
• Students must attend all scheduled classes and stay at school for the whole day, unless 

they have handed in a signed note from a parent. This note will be provided during the 
Head Start program. 
o If a student has a study period during Period 1, they may arrive 15 minutes before 

Period 2. 
o If a student has a study period during Period 4, they may leave after Period 3. 
o If a student has study periods in both Periods 3 and 4, they must stay at school until 

the end of Period 3. They cannot leave earlier. 
 

Absences 
• If a student is away from school, they must bring a medical certificate or a note signed 

by a parent/guardian and give it to the Year Level Coordinator within 2 days of 
returning to school. 

• It is the student's responsibility to catch up on any work they miss during their absence. 
• Students need to attend regularly to complete coursework and assessments. Missing 

too many classes may result in a Not Satisfactory (N) grade. To pass, students must 
attend at least 90% of their classes. 

 
Assemblies and Study Periods 
• Attendance at all year level assemblies, school assemblies, and form assemblies is 

compulsory. 
• During study periods, students must be working in the Year 12 Study Centre. 
 
Arriving Late or Leaving Early 
• Students must arrive at class on time. If they are late, they must go straight to class. The 

teacher will record the lateness and take appropriate action. 
• If a student is more than 5 minutes late to class, they will be locked out and marked 

as ‘absent’. This is to ensure students are prompt and ready to learn. Students who are 
locked out will be issued an after-school detention 

• If a student needs to leave school early, they must first get permission from the sub-
school. A staff member will call home to confirm the reason. 
o It’s best if parents call the school ahead of time or give the student a note explaining 

why they need to leave early. 
 
S/N Judgements (Satisfactory/Not Satisfactory) 
To receive a Satisfactory (S) result for a subject, students must meet attendance and 
coursework requirements. Too many unapproved absences can affect your result. 
• More than 20% unapproved absences: You may not receive a satisfactory result. 
• Between 10% and 20% unapproved absences: You may only receive a satisfactory result 

in exceptional cases, and only if you provide a medical certificate for the absences. 
• Less than 10% unapproved absences: You may receive a satisfactory result if you 

complete all required learning outcomes. 
 
Approved Absences 
Some absences can be approved. These include: 
• School-related activities 
• Illness 
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To have an absence approved, you must give a note or letter to your Year Level 
Coordinator. It must include: 
• Your name 
• The date(s) of the absence 
• A short reason for the absence 
• A parent/guardian’s signature 
 
Whenever possible, absences should be approved before the day of absence or within two 
weeks after. After this period, absences will only be approved with a medical certificate. 
Teachers will mark attendance and check whether you've met the requirements. Final 
approval of absences is handled by the Year Level Coordinator. 
 
Tracking Attendance 
Students and parents can check attendance at any time on Compass. Students are 
encouraged to check regularly to make sure their records are correct. 
 
Missing a SAC/SAT/ELT (Assessment Task) 
You must attend all SACs/SATs (School-Assessed Coursework/Tasks) at the scheduled 
time. 
 
If you miss an assessment because you're sick or for another valid reason, follow this 
process: 

1. Provide a medical certificate or statutory declaration explaining your absence. 
2. Fill out the ‘Application for Rescheduling or Extension of SAC’ form and hand it in 

at the Senior School Office. 
3. The form must be approved by the Director of Learning (Senior School) before you 

can complete the SAC. 
 
What Happens After a Missed SAC (with Approved Absence) 
• Your teacher may give you an extension, or 
• You may be given a different task to complete, or 
• The teacher may estimate your grade based on the work you've already done.  

All the above options require approval from the Year Level Coordinator. 
 
If you know in advance that you'll miss a SAC, you must complete the Application to 
Reschedule a SAC form beforehand so other arrangements can be made. 
 
If You Miss a SAC/SAT/ELT Without Approval 
If you miss an assessment without approval, the following VCAA rules apply: 
• You will receive NA (Not Assessed) for the task. 
• You may be given another task just to pass the Outcome and get an S (Satisfactory) 

result. 
• However, you will receive a zero score for the original task, which will count towards 

your study score and ATAR. 
 
Appeals Process 
• Always check your attendance on Compass. 
• If you believe there’s a mistake or you haven’t met the attendance requirement for a 

valid reason, you can appeal in writing to your Year Level Coordinator. 
• A meeting may be held with you, your teacher, a parent/guardian, and the coordinator 

to review the situation. 
• The final decision will be made by the teacher and Year Level Coordinator and/or 

Director of Learning. 
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Authentication and Assessment 
Breaches 
Authentication means checking that the work a student hands in is really their own. 
For most coursework tasks, special authentication forms are not needed because these 
tasks are usually done in class under the teacher’s supervision and within a set time. 
 
However, the VCAA (Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority) may check (audit) 
schools to make sure they’re following the rules. This check might include: 
• Looking at the assessment tasks given to students 
• Reviewing teacher records and samples of student work 
• Checking for any unfair help or if rules haven’t been followed 
 
Authentication Rules from the VCAA 
Students must follow these rules to show that their work is their own: 
• You must attend class regularly so your teacher can supervise your work. 
• You must submit your own work. 
• You must clearly show any resources or help you used, including: 

o Footnotes, citations, or a bibliography 
o Names and roles of anyone who helped you, and how they helped 

• You must not receive unfair help, including: 
o Copying someone else’s work 
o Using uncredited sources 
o Letting someone else correct or improve your work 

• You must not use the same work for more than one task 
• You must not help others cheat, or you may also be penalised 
 
If your teacher is unsure whether the work is really yours, they will talk to the Year Level 
Coordinator or Director Learning – Senior School to help sort it out. 
 
What Happens If There’s a Problem? 
If a teacher thinks you may have broken the authentication rules: 
1. The teacher will speak with you about the concern. 
2. You’ll need to show proof that the work is your own. 
3. If the issue isn’t resolved, you’ll need to attend a meeting with your teacher, the 

Director of Learning – Senior School, and the Assistant Principal – Senior School, who 
together form the Assessment Breach Committee.  
o You’ll be given 24 hours’ notice before the meeting and a parent can attend this 

meeting. 
4. The Assessment Breach Committee will then look at the evidence which includes 

feedback or written statement and hand their findings and recommendations over to 
the principal who determines the course of action to be taken in line with VCAA 
requirements. 

5. If it’s decided that you broke the rules, the principal will decide on a suitable penalty. 
This may include completing part or the whole task again or an overall N for the 
outcome and unit. 

6. Investigations will be conducted in a timely manner, with the outcomes 
communicated to the student in writing, including reason and supporting evidence, as 
soon as practicable following decision.  

7. You have the right to appeal the decision to the VCAA within 14 days. 
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Extension Policy 
Extensions for Assessment Tasks 
Extensions to complete or resubmit work are only allowed in serious or extreme 
situations. 
 
If a student is given an extension, they may be asked to complete a different version of 
the task. 
 
How to Apply for an Extension: 
1. The student must fill out an 'Application for Rescheduled or Extension of a SAC' form. 
2. The form must be submitted at least 72 hours before the task is due. 
3. A meeting will be held between the student, teacher, and Director of Learning. 
4. The Director of Learning (Senior School) will review the reasons, and any evidence 

provided. 
5. They will decide whether to approve or deny the extension. 
 
 

Redemption Policy 
Redeeming an ‘N’ Result 
If a student receives an N (Not Satisfactory) for an outcome, they will be provided with the 
opportunity to redeem the outcome by submitting further evidence. 
Students can only change an ‘N’ (Not Satisfactory) result to an ‘S’ (Satisfactory) for 
coursework – not for SAC grades. 
 
Any plans for redemption must be discussed and agreed on by you, your teacher, and 
the Year Level Coordinator. 
 
Process 
1. Identification of N Result  
• Teacher:  

o Informs the student they have not met the outcome  
o Provides specific feedback on areas for improvement  
o Records the result as N (pending redemption)  

• Redemption opportunities are provided after an initial N result has been awarded for 
the outcome. 

 
2. First redemption opportunity 
• The student is given a first opportunity to demonstrate the outcome through a 

redemption task  
• The task:  

o Is different from the original SAC/SAT/ELT 
o Targets the outcome not yet achieved  

• A clear deadline is provided  
 
Examples of Alternative Redemption Tasks: 
Students may demonstrate achievement of an outcome through alternative formats such 
as: 
• Targeted written responses  

o Answering modified or scaffolded questions focused on the outcome  
o Completing a short-answer or paragraph response instead of a full SAC  

• Oral explanation / interview  
o Verbal explanation of key concepts to the teacher  
o Responding to questions to demonstrate understanding  

 
 



 

  Westall SC – Senior School Handbook 2027 18 

• Annotated work / corrections  
o Revising parts of their original response with annotations explaining improvements  
o Identifying and correcting errors with justification  

• Case study or scenario-based task  
o Responding to a different case study or dataset  
o Applying the same skills in a new context  

• Step-by-step demonstration of process  
o Showing working out (e.g. in Maths/Accounting)  
o Explaining the method used to solve a problem  

• Completion of specific outcome-based tasks  
o Focused activities targeting missed key knowledge or skills  
o Worksheets or structured tasks aligned to the outcome  

• Visual or structured representation  
o Mind map, flowchart, or diagram with explanation  
o Timeline or process breakdown  

• Short supervised task  
o Completing a smaller, timed task under teacher supervision  
o Demonstrating skills without full SAC conditions  

 
 
3. Second redemption opportunity 
• If the outcome is not demonstrated after the first attempt, the student is provided with 

a second opportunity  
• This includes:  

o A new or further modified task  
o Additional feedback and support  

 
4. Additional opportunities (if required) 
• In exceptional circumstances, further opportunities may be provided 
• This must be approved by the Director of Learning (Senior School) in consultation with 

the teacher  
 
5. Timeframe 
• The final S/N decision is delayed until:  

o All scheduled redemption opportunities have been completed, OR  
o The student has not engaged with the process  

 
 6. Delay of S/N decision 
• The decision regarding satisfactory completion (S/N) is delayed to allow the student 

time to:  
o Complete redemption tasks  
o Submit further evidence of learning  

• No result will be entered on VASS until the student has been provided with 
opportunities to redeem. 

 
7. Submission and decision 
• Student submits each task to the Senior School Office  
• Teacher determines:  

o S if the outcome is demonstrated  
o N if the outcome is still not met after the opportunities provided  

• Teachers may use additional checks (e.g. discussion or questioning) to verify 
authenticity  

 
Important Conditions 
• Students are provided with further opportunities to redeem the outcome 
• Redemption tasks are different from the original assessment  
• Redemption is used to determine Satisfactory Completion only (S/N)  
• The original SAC/SAT score remains unchanged  
• Students may only submit further evidence, not redo the original task for marks  
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Student Responsibilities  
• Attend all scheduled redemption sessions (i.e. Monday After-School Redemptions)  
• Meet deadlines  
• Act on feedback to demonstrate improvement 
 
 

Appeals 
Student Right to Appeal 
Students can appeal school decisions about: 
• Not receiving a satisfactory result (N) 
• Special Provision 
• Authentication concerns 
• Extensions 
• Redemptions 
• Any other rule breaches 
 
Appeals Process 
1. The student informs the Director of Learning (Senior School) that they want to appeal. 
2. A formal interview will be held with a school-based appeals panel. 
3. The panel will include: 

o The Assistant Principal (Senior School) 
o The Director of Learning (Senior School) 
o The relevant teacher 

4. The student can bring a support person (such as a parent, guardian, or friend). 
5. The school must record the meeting and send the final decision in writing to the 

student. This will be done by the Director of Learning (Senior School). 
 

Special Provision 
VCE Special Provision 
Students can apply for Special Provision if something is making it harder for them to 
study and complete their VCE, such as: 
• A physical disability 
• A learning difficulty 
• A physical or mental illness 
• Personal issues or problems 
 
Special Exam Arrangements 
Students may be given special arrangements for exams if they have: 
• A serious health condition 
• A significant physical disability 
• Hearing or vision problems 
• A learning disability 
 
How to Apply 
If you think you need Special Provision, speak to your Year Level Coordinator or Director 
of Learning (Senior School) as soon as possible. 
 
You’ll need to provide official documents, like medical or professional reports, to support 
your application. 
 
Students who are considering applying for Special Provision, Special Examination 
Arrangements, or a Derived Examination Score, must consult the Year 12 Coordinator. 
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Documentation will be required to support these applications. The student’s Statement of 
Results does not indicate that Special Provision has been permitted. 
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Release of Results 
After work is submitted and marked, teachers should provide feedback to students. In 
senior school this will be in the form of rubric or written feedback across all VCE, VCE-VM 
or VPC subjects. 
 
The written or rubric feedback should: 
• Provide clear advice on what you have achieved within the assessment against the 

outcome/s 
• Provide clear advice on where and how improvements can be made for further 

learning 
• Reporting S or N decisions and/or written comments on the student’s performance 

against each outcome 
 
When providing marks, teachers must advise students that their total coursework scores 
MAY CHANGE following statistical moderation. 
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Examinations 
Year 12 
• Every subject will have a final exam at the end of the year, as required by VCAA. 
• The exam timetable will be shared with students as soon as it is available. 
• If you have applied for Special Provision, your exam arrangements (such as extra time 

or a quiet room) will be organised for you. These exam arrangements will be 
communicated to you by the Director of Learning – Senior School.  

• All exams must be completed on the scheduled day in line with the published VCAA 
exam timetable. You cannot change the date of your exam. 

• You are expected to attend your exam, even if it's difficult due to illness or personal 
issues. 

• All VCAA exams are conducted in VCAA examinations rules. These are readily 
available via VCAA website and will also be communicated to all Year 12s prior to the 
VCAA examination period. 

• During the Term 3 holiday period all students studying Unit 3 & 4 subjects will be 
expected to sit a trial examination, in preparation for the VCAA exams. 

 
Year 11 
• Yr 11 VCE students are expected to sit an exam in all Unit 1-2 subjects at the end of each 

semester. It is compulsory for all Year 11 students to complete examinations. 
• Your examination results will be made available on Compass. 
• An examination timetable will be published and distributed to Year 11 VCE students. 
• These exams provide students with experience of the Year 12 VCE examinations, closely 

aligning with similar time duration and exam conditions. 
• If you have applied for Special Provision, your exam arrangements (such as extra time 

or a quiet room) will be organised for you, in line with the special arrangements that 
have been in place for the completion of SACs/SATs throughout the year. These exam 
arrangements will be communicated to you by the Director of Learning – Senior 
School.  

 
 
English as an Additional Language (EAL) 
Students will be considered for English as an Additional Language status if both of the 
following conditions are satisfied: 
• The student has been a resident for not more than seven years (arrived in Australia after 

January 2019) 
• English has not been the student’s major language of instruction for more than seven 

(7) years prior to Year 12. 
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Student Management and Support 
Supporting Senior Students at Westall Secondary College 
At Westall Secondary College, we are committed to giving every senior student the 
support, environment, and guidance they need to succeed. 
We have strategies in place to help students stay on track and manage their time 
effectively during their final years of school. 
 
How We Support Students 
Our Year Level Coordinators use the following approaches to support students: 
• Regularly checking student attendance 
• Meeting with students to discuss how they’re going 
• Creating progress reports for students who may be struggling 
• Running sessions on time management and organisation 
• Contacting parents when needed 
• Recommending students attend Homework Club for extra help 
 
Keeping Parents Informed 
• Parents receive updates during two Parent/Teacher interview sessions each year 
• Detailed written reports are sent home at the end of each semester 
• Note: Year 12 students do not receive a report at the end of Semester 2 
• Additional contact with parents is made whenever necessary 
 
Extra Help for Students 
Students can also get help from the Careers Coordinator and the Wellbeing 
Coordinator. 
 
Expectations for Senior Students 
Senior students are expected to: 
• Work hard and cooperate with teachers and classmates 
• Complete all assigned work 
• Aim to do their best 
• Follow school rules and senior school/VCE policies 
 
It is the student’s responsibility to understand and follow all school procedures. 
 
Working Together 
Senior school can be challenging, so it’s important that parents and guardians stay in 
touch with the Year Level Coordinators. If any problems come up, please communicate 
early so we can work together to give your child the best support possible. 
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Career Action Plans (Career Tools) 
Career Tools is a program from the Department of Education and Training (DET). It helps 
students plan for their future careers by giving them structured career advice and 
support.  
 
Throughout the year you will be prompted to complete your Career Action Tool by the 
Careers & Pathways Advisor and your Year Level Coordinator.  
 
The goal is to help students make a Career Action Plan that guides their next steps in 
education or work. 
 
What Career Tools Helps With: 
• Better job and education outcomes for students 
• More support and more program choices 
• Keeping track of student progress compared to state standards 
• Helping students who are struggling with school or work 
 
 

Course Selection  
To assist senior students, achieve academic success it is vital that you select a senior 
school academic program that aligns with your academic capabilities, strengths and 
future ambitions in further education and employment.  
 
The course and subject selection process requires students to engage in a range of 
activities and tasks throughout terms 2 and 3. This process is more important for Year 10 
students transitioning into Year 11. Year 11 student transitioning onto Year 12 
 
Year 11 Course Selection Process and Timeline 
Step 1: Term 2 – Read the Senior Handbook 
During Term 2 and the school holidays, students should: 
• Read the Senior Handbook carefully 
• Talk to parents or guardians about what’s in it 
• Think about whether VCE, VCE -VM or VPC is the better fit based on your learning 

needs, career goals, or future 
• Read about the subjects offered in each stream to understand your options 
 
Step 2: Term 3 (Weeks 1–3) – Course Planning Day 
Students and Parents will be able to access presentations from school leaders that will: 
• Give advice about choosing the right course 
• Explain different subjects and their requirements 
• Help students begin thinking about their subject choices 
 
Step 3: Term 3 (Weeks 2–4) – Research and Talk to Teachers 
Students should: 
• Speak with subject teachers and learning area experts 
• Ask for advice about the subjects you’re interested in 
• Get recommendations from English, EAL, Maths, and Science teachers 
• Discuss your progress and readiness for each subject 
 
Important: These recommendations should be taken seriously when choosing your 
subjects. Students must also complete the Online Subject Preferences Form before the 
deadline. Once it closes, changes cannot be made online. 
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Step 4: Term 3 (Week 5) – Course Counselling Interviews 
All Year 10 students must attend a scheduled course counselling interview. At the 
interview: 
• A panel will review your Year 10 performance 
• They will check teacher recommendations and your subject selections 
• The panel will approve or suggest changes to your course 
 
Note: Check entry requirements for any university or TAFE courses you're interested in to 
make sure you choose the right subjects. 
 
Step 5: Term 3 (Week 5 and beyond) – Ongoing Support 
If subject changes are needed due to: 
• Timetable clashes 
• Teacher recommendations 
• A subject not being offered (due to low interest) 
 
You will be offered help and advice by senior sub-school to choose alternative subjects if 
required. 
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HUMANITIES SUBJECTS 
 

VCE Accounting 
In VCE Accounting students learn how businesses handle financial information. Identify, record, and 
report data to help make decisions for small and large businesses. Analyse case studies from small 
firms in Year 11 to larger firms in Year 12. 
 

Year 11 Year 12 

Unit 1 
Explain the role of 
accounting in 
business 

Unit 2 
Apply accounting 
and decision 
making for trading 
businesses 

Unit 3 
Use financial 
accounting for 
trading businesses 

Unit 4 
Develop skills in 
recording, 
reporting, 
budgeting, and 
decision-making 

Unit 1 
• Investigate factors involved in starting and 

running a business, including ownership 
types, finance, and ethics. 

• Describe why businesses are created and 
explore other ways to operate a business. 

• Use single-entry accounting to record and 
report basic financial information. 

• Understand the importance of accounting in 
business operations. 

 
Unit 2  
• Develop skills in managing inventory, 

accounts receivable and payable, and non-
current assets in trading firms. 

• Prepare financial reports manually and use 
computer software. 

• Analyse reports to evaluate business 
performance and suggest strategies for 
improvement. 

• Use budgets and forecasts to predict and 
compare outcomes for decision-making. 

Unit 3  
• Record financial data using the double-entry 

system. 
• Prepare reports using accrual accounting and 

methods like FIFO for inventory. 
• Assess how decisions impact business 

performance, considering financial, ethical, 
social, environmental, and legal factors. 

• Apply accounting assumptions and qualities in 
processes. 

 
Unit 4  
• Extend double-entry skills, including balance 

day adjustments and depreciation methods. 
• Investigate budgeting’s role in business 

decisions. 
• Analyse data through graphs to evaluate 

performance and suggest improvements. 
• Apply accounting principles and consider all 

relevant factors in business decisions. 

 
 
Assessment 
• Complete written reports, case study folios, computer-based tasks, tests, and exams in 

Units 1 & 2. 
• Complete SACs and external exams (manual and computer-based) in Units 3 & 4. 
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VCE Business Management  
Businesses of all sizes are major contributors to the economic and social wellbeing of a 
nation. VCE Business Management considers the ways businesses manage resources to 
achieve their goals. This subject follows the process from the first idea for a business 
concept to planning and establishing a business, through to the day-to- day management 
of a business. It also explores changes that need to be made to ensure the continued 
success of a business. 
 

Year 11 Year 12 

Unit 1 
Planning a 
business 

Unit 2 - 
Establishing a 
business 

Unit 3 
Managing a 
business 

Unit 4 - 
Transforming a 
business 

Unit 1 
• Investigate how businesses are formed and 

the conditions under which new business 
ideas can develop 

• Take a business idea and plan how to make it a 
reality 

• Explore the factors affecting business ideas 
and the internal and external environments 
within which businesses operate, and the 
effect of these on planning a business. 

 
Unit 2 
• Examine the laws that must be followed when 

establishing a business 
• Explore decisions about how best to establish 

a system of financial record keeping 
• Investigate the essential features of effective 

marketing and consider the best way to meet 
the needs of the business in terms of staffing 
and financial record keeping. 
 

Unit 3 
• Explore the key processes and issues 

concerned with managing a business 
efficiently and effectively to achieve the 
business goals 

• Examine the different types of businesses and 
their objectives 

• Consider corporate culture, management 
styles and management skills 

• Investigate strategies to manage both staff 
and business operations to meet objectives. 

 
Unit 4 
• Consider the importance of reviewing key 

performance indicators to measure current 
business performance 

• Analyse change management theories, and 
find a variety of strategies to manage business 
change in the most efficient and effective way 

• Investigate the importance of leadership in 
management change. 

 
Assessment 
Unit 1 & 2 can include written reports, tests and examinations Unit 3 & 4 can include SACs 
& an external examination. 
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VCE History 
History: Modern History (Units 1 &2) 
In Unit 1 students explore the nature of political, social and cultural change in the period 
between the world wars, 1918 - 1939. In Unit 2 students explore the nature and impact of the 
Cold War and challenges and changes to existing political, economic and social arrangements 
in the second half of the twentieth century. 
 
History: Revolutions (Units 3 &4) 
Investigate the main causes and effects of political revolutions. Construct arguments using 
historical sources to analyse the complexity of causes and consequences and evaluate how 
much change the revolutions brought to people’s lives. 
 

Year 11 Year 12 

Unit 1 
Change and conflict 

Unit 2 
The Changing World 
Order 

Unit 3  
Analyse the 
American Revolution 

Unit 4 
Evaluate the Russian 
Revolution 

Unit 1 
• Explore the nature of political, social and 

cultural change in the period between the two 
world wars. 

• Examine the reasons for both world wars, 
structures put in place to avoid future conflict 
and how these changes affected 
developments in Europe, the USA, Asia, Africa 
and the Middle East. 

• Study significant social and cultural changes 
between the two World Wars. 

• Review the new governments formed and the 
use of military, education and propaganda 
used to impose control on the way people 
lived, to exclude groups, specifically Germany 
and the persecution of the Jews, the USSR 
and Japan. 

 
Unit 2 
• Explore the nature and impact of the Cold War 

and challenges and changes to existing 
political, economic and social arrangements in 
the second half of the twentieth century. 

• The establishment of the United Nations in 
1945 

• The formation of new countries created, and 
independence achieved through both military 
and diplomatic means. 

• The increasing use of terrorism on a global 
scale. 

• The rise of social movements that challenged 
existing values and traditions, such as the civil 
rights movement, feminism and 
environmental movements. 

Unit 3 
• Examine the long-term causes and immediate 

triggers like the Boston Tea Party that led to 
the revolution. 

• Evaluate how Enlightenment ideas influenced 
change in the American colonies. 

• Analyse key events and how specific 
conditions helped start the revolution. 

 
Unit 4 
• Analyse the effects of the revolution and how 

much it changed society. 
• Identify challenges faced by the new 

government after the revolution. 
• Assess how the new leaders handled these 

challenges using violence, terror, and strict 
control. 

• Evaluate whether the revolution caused major 
social, political, economic, and cultural 
changes, progress, or decline. 

• Assessment 
• Complete historical inquiries, analyse primary 

sources and interpretations, and write essays 
in all units. 

• Focus on constructing clear arguments 
supported by evidence in Units 3 and 4. 

 
Assessment 
• Units 1 and 2 can include a historical inquiry, an analysis of primary sources, an analysis of 

historical interpretations and an essay. 
• Unit 3 and 4 can include a historical inquiry, an analysis of primary sources, an analysis of 

historical 
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VCE Legal Studies 
In VCE Legal Studies students develop knowledge of legal foundations, civil and criminal 
law, the justice system, and how the Australian Constitution shapes law-making and 
protects rights. Apply legal concepts to real or imagined situations and evaluate the 
effectiveness of laws and legal institutions. 
 

Year 11 Year 12 

Unit 1  
Apply the 
Presumption of 
Innocence 

Unit 2 
Investigate 
Wrongs and Rights 

Unit 3 
Examine Rights 
and Justice 

Unit 4 
Analyse the 
People, the Law 
and Reform 

Unit 1 
• Explain principles of justice and apply criminal 

law concepts to decide if an accused is guilty. 
• Use legal information to make fair judgments 

about responsibility. 
• Evaluate the purpose and effectiveness of 

different punishments (sanctions). 
 
Unit 2 
• Apply civil law ideas to determine if someone 

is responsible in a dispute. 
• Explore ways civil disputes are solved and 

remedies offered. 
• Investigate how human rights are protected in 

Australia and examine a current human rights 
issue. 

Unit 3 
• Analyse the justice system’s courts and 

institutions for handling criminal and civil 
cases. 

• Describe the roles of judges, juries, lawyers, 
accused, and victims. 

• Evaluate how well justice principles are 
followed in the legal process. 

 
Unit 4  
• Explain how the High Court interprets the 

Constitution. 
• Investigate the law-making roles of parliament 

and courts. 
• Assess how individuals, media, and reform 

groups influence legal changes and consider 
constitutional reforms. 

 
Assessment Tasks 
• Complete structured questions, presentations, debates, reports, tests, mock trials, case 

studies, and SACs in Units 1 and 2.  
• Unit 3 and 4 can include case studies, structured questions, essay report in written 

format, report in multimedia format, folio of exercises and external examination 
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MATHEMATICS SUBJECTS 
 

VCE General Mathematics 
In VCE General Mathematics, students are expected to apply techniques, routines and 
processes involving Data Analysis, Financial Recurrence, Matrices and Graphs & Relations. 
The use of numerical, graphical, geometric, symbolic, financial and statistical functionality 
technology for teaching and learning mathematics, for working mathematically, and in 
related assessment, is to be incorporated throughout each unit as applicable. 
 

Year 11 Year 12 

Unit 1  
Algebra and 
structure, 
Arithmetic and 
Number, Linear 
graphs 

Unit 2 
Discrete 
Mathematics and 
Statistics 

Unit 3 
Data Analysis, 
Recursion and 
Financial 
Modelling 

Unit 4 
Matrices, Networks 
& Decision 
Mathematics 

Unit 1  
• Cover representation and manipulation of 

linear relations and equations, including 
simultaneous linear equations, and their 
applications in a range of contexts. 

• Cover mental, by-hand and technology 
assisted computation with rational numbers, 
practical arithmetic and financial arithmetic, 
including estimation, order of magnitude and 
accuracy. 

• Cover continuous models involving linear and 
non-linear relations and their graphs, linear 
inequalities and programming, and variation. 

 
Unit 2  
• Cover matrices, graphs and networks, and 

number patterns and recursion, and their use 
to model practical situations and solve a range 
of related problems. 

• Cover representing, analysing and comparing 
data distributions and investigating 
relationships between two numerical 
variables, including an introduction to 
correlation. 

Unit 3 
• Model growth and decay problems in financial 

contexts 
• Model compound interest investments and 

loans, and the flat rate, unit cost and reducing 
balance methods for depreciating assets, 
reducing balance loans, annuity, perpetuities 
and annuity investments. 

 
Unit 4 
• Cover definition of matrices, different types of 

matrices, matrix operations, transition 
matrices and the use of first-order linear 
matrix recurrence relations to model a range 
of situations and solve related problems. 

• Cover the use of linear relations, including 
piecewise defined relations, and non-linear 
relations to model a range of practical 
situations and solve related problems, 
including optimization problems by linear 
programming. 

 
Assessment 
It can include progressive tests, modelling tasks, mathematical investigations, School 
Assessed Coursework and examinations. 
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VCE Mathematics Methods 
In VCE Mathematical Methods, students are expected to apply techniques, routines and 
processes involving Algebra, Functions & Graphs, Calculus, Probability and Statistics. The 
use of numerical, graphical, geometric, symbolic and statistical functionality of technology 
for teaching and learning mathematics, for working mathematically, and in related 
assessment, is to be incorporated throughout each unit as applicable. 
 

Year 11 Year 12 

Unit 1  
Algebra, functions 
& graphs 

Unit 2 
Calculus, 
probability 

Unit 3 
Algebra, functions 
& graphs 

Unit 4 
Calculus, 
probability & 
statistics 

Unit 1 
• Studying algebra, performing operations and 

manipulating a variety of different algebraic 
expressions such as expanding and 
factorising. 

• Using and solving polynomials of various 
degrees for solutions. 

• Students will be introduced to the concept of 
functions and relations as well as different 
mathematical notations on how to describe 
them. This includes domain and range, and 
methods to solve and manipulate these 
equations. 

• Coordinating geometry, power functions and 
their transformations. 

 
Unit 2 
• Introduction to calculus and the study of rates 

of change. Students develop skills in 
differentiation and integration of different 
functions as well as its applications. 

• Using the derivative to calculate gradients of 
different points of a function as well as 
applying to different practical situations. 

• Students develop an understanding of basic 
probability and statistic theories and 
language. They will look at random 
experiments, samples spaces and compound 
events in probability. 

• Using different rules to calculate probabilities, 
such as the additional rule and conditional 
probability. 

Unit 3 
• Expanding on the intermediate knowledge 

covered in year 11. 
• Modelling, transformations, graph sketching 

and equation solving. 
 
Unit 4 
• Students build upon the calculus content 

covered in year 11 to extend into more complex 
applications and analytical situations. Such as 
using integration to evaluate area between 
lines and curves. 

• Students continue to look at probability and 
statistics. They will be looking at discrete and 
continuous probability distributions and their 
properties. 

 
Assessment 
It can include progressive tests, modelling tasks, mathematical investigations, School 
Assessed Coursework and examinations. 
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VCE Specialist Mathematics 
In VCE Specialist Mathematics, students are expected to be able to apply techniques, 
routines and processes involving rational, real and complex arithmetic, sets, lists and 
tables, diagrams and geometric constructions, algebraic manipulation, equations and 
graphs with and without the use of technology. 
 

Year 11 Year 12 

Unit 1  Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 

Unit 1  
• Algebra and Structure – Linear Relations and 

Equations. 
• Arithmetic and Number – Number Systems 

and Recursion. 
• Discrete Mathematics – Number Patterns and 

Recursion. 
• Geometry, Measurement and Trigonometry – 

Geometry in the Plane and Proof. 
 
Unit 2  
• Algebra and Structure – Transformations, 

Trigonometry and Matrices. 
• Geometry, Measurement and Trigonometry – 

Vectors in the plane 
• Graphs of Linear and Non-Linear Relations – 

Graphs of Non-Linear Relations, Kinematics 
• Statistics – Simulation, Sampling and 

Sampling Distributions 

Unit 3 
• Expanding on the intermediate knowledge 

covered in year 11. 
• Modelling, transformations, graph sketching 

and equation solving. 
 
Unit 4 
• Students build upon the calculus content 

covered in year 11 to extend into more complex 
applications and analytical situations. Such as 
using integration to evaluate area between 
lines and curves. 

• Students continue to look at probability and 
statistics. They will be looking at discrete and 
continuous probability distributions and their 
properties. 

 
Assessment 
It can include progressive tests, modelling tasks, mathematical investigations, School 
Assessed Coursework and examinations. 
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SCIENCE SUBJECTS 
 

VCE Physics 
VCE Physics seeks to understand and explain the physical world. It examines models and 
ideas used to make sense of the world and which are sometimes challenged as new 
knowledge develops. By looking at the way matter and energy interact through 
observations, measurements and experiments, physicists gain a better understanding of 
the underlying laws of nature. 
 

Year 11 Year 12 

Unit 1  
What ideas explain 
the physical world? 

Unit 2 
What do 
experiments reveal 
about the physical 
world? 

Unit 3 
Motion and 
electronics & 
photonics 

Unit 4 
Electric power and 
light & matter 

Unit 1  
• Examine how thermal effects can be 

explained. Topics include thermodynamic 
principles, the emission of greenhouse gases 
and the contribution to the enhanced 
greenhouse effect. 

• Examine how electric circuits work. Topics 
include electrical phenomena, circuit 
components, and electrical safety. 

• Examine what matter is and how it is formed. 
Topics include nature of matter, the origins of 
atoms, time and space. 

 
Unit 2 
• Examine how motion can be described and 

explained. Topics include balanced and 
unbalanced forces on motion, energy 
transfers and transformations and the center 
of mass. 

• Select one option from twelve given options, 
each on a different observation of the physical 
world. 

• Undertake a practical investigation involving 
two independent variables, one of which 
should be a continuous variable. 

• Experimental data is collected, organized and 
interpreted. 

• A practical logbook is maintained by the 
student for recording, authentication and 
assessment purposes. 

Unit 3 
• How do things move without contact? 

Examine the similarities and differences 
between three fields: gravitational, electric 
and magnetic. 

• How are fields used to move electrical energy? 
Students use empirical evidence and models 
of electric, magnetic and electromagnetic 
effects to explain how electricity is produced 
and delivered. 

• How fast can things go? 
Students use Newton’s laws of motion to 
analyse relative, circular and projectile 
motion. They explore the relationships 
between force, energy and mass. 

 
Unit 4 
• How can waves explain the behaviour of light? 

Students use evidence from experiments to 
explore wave concepts in a variety of 
applications. 

• Do waves need a medium to propagate and, if 
so, what is the medium? 

• Students investigate the properties of 
mechanical waves and examine the evidence 
suggesting that light is a wave. They explore 
how light changes direction, including 
reflection, refraction, colour dispersion and 
polarisation. 

• How are light and matter similar? 
Students explore the design of major 
experiments that have led to the development 
of theories to describe the most fundamental 
aspects of the physical world – light and 
matter. 

 
Assessment 
Unit 1 & 2 can include written reports, test, laboratory report and examination Unit 3 & 4 
can include test, experiments, laboratory reports and examination. 
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VCE Psychology 
In VCE Psychology students explore how people think, feel and behave by studying 
biological, psychological and social factors. Apply this knowledge to understand behaviour 
in personal and social contexts. The course is structured across four units: 
 

Year 11 Year 12 

Unit 1  
How are behaviour 
and mental 
processes shaped? 

Unit 2  
How do internal 
and external 
factors influence 
behaviour and 
mental processes? 

Unit 3  
How does 
experience affect 
behaviour and 
mental processes? 

Unit 4 
How is mental 
wellbeing 
supported and 
maintained? 

Unit 1 
• Examine the complexities of psychological 

development, including when development 
doesn’t follow typical patterns. 

• Investigate the structure and function of the 
brain and how it influences behaviour and 
mental processes. 

• Explore brain plasticity and the effects of 
brain damage on psychological functioning. 

• Conduct a student-led research task using 
secondary data to evaluate a contemporary 
psychological study. 

 
Unit 2  
• Evaluate how social cognition shapes 

attitudes, self-perception and relationships. 
• Explore how different factors and settings 

affect individual and group behaviour. 
• Examine classical and modern research on 

visual and taste perception. 
• Design and conduct a scientific investigation 

to collect primary data on internal and external 
influences on behaviour. 

•  

Unit 3  
• Investigate how research has helped us 

understand the nervous system, learning, and 
memory. 

• Examine how the nervous system helps us 
interact with the world. 

• Explore how learning and memory processes 
result in new behaviours and knowledge. 

 
Unit 4  
• Explore the role of sleep and how it affects 

mental wellbeing. 
• Consider how mental wellbeing is defined, 

including emotional and social aspects. 
• Investigate how biological sleep mechanisms, 

lifespan changes, and biopsychosocial and 
cultural factors support mental wellbeing. 

• Design and conduct a scientific investigation 
focused on mental processes and wellbeing 
using primary data. 

 
Assessment 
A mixture of School-assessed coursework, examinations and scientific investigations. 
• Examinations 
• Student-designed or adapted scientific investigations 
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VCE Biology 
In VCE Biology students will learn about how living things work, they have changed and 
the ethical and social implications with issues based on biotechnology. At year 11 students 
will focus on cellular structures and processes in animals and plants including genetics. In 
Year 12, unit 3 & 4 will focus on details on cellular process such as cellular respiration and 
photosynthesis, biological change, DNA manipulation and evolution. 
 

Year 11 Year 12 

Unit 1 - How do 
organisms regulate 
their functions? 

Unit 2 – How does 
inheritance impact 
on diversity? 

Unit 3 
How do cells 
maintain life? 

Unit 4 
How does life 
change and 
respond to 
challenges? 

Unit 1 
• Examine the cell as the structural and functional 

unit of life and the requirements for sustaining 
cellular processes in terms of inputs and 
outputs. 

• Differentiate the steps involved in the cell cycle 
and cell growth, death and the role of stem cells 
involved into their specialised cells and their 
function. 

• Investigate how specialised cells and their 
involvement in functioning systems in both 
plants and animals, including homeostasis and 
the diseases involved in a malfunction. 

• A student practical investigation related to the 
development of organisms regulating their 
functions. 

 
Unit 2 
• Explain and compare chromosomes, genomes, 

genotypes and phenotypes, and analyse and 
predict patterns of inheritance 

• Analyse the advantages and disadvantages of 
asexual and sexual reproduction and investigate 
the use and application of reproductive cloning 
technologies. 

• Explore the interdependence between species, 
including the importance and impact of keystone 
species and top predators. 

• Explore a contemporary bioethical issue relating 
to the application of genetic knowledge, 
reproductive science, inheritance or adaptations 
and interdependencies beneficial for survival. 
 

Unit 3 
• Explore the expression of the information 

encoded in a sequence of DNA to form a protein 
and outline the nature of the genetic code and 
the proteome 

• Examine the DNA manipulation techniques and 
applications such as Polymerase Chain Reaction, 
Gel electrophoresis and CRISPR-Cas9 

• Analyse the steps involved in synthesis, 
structure and function of nucleic acids and 
proteins as key molecules in cellular processes, 
as well as examine the nature of biochemical 
pathways such as photosynthesis and cellular 
respiration. 

• Investigate factors that affect the rate of cellular 
reactions and explore applications of 
biotechnology that focus on the regulation of 
biochemical pathways. 

 
Unit 4 
• Focus on the immune response of organisms to 

specific pathogens including their unique 
molecules called antigens and how they illicit an 
immune response, the nature of immunity and 
the role of vaccinations in providing immunity. 

• Investigate the relatedness between species and 
the impact of various change events on a 
population’s gene pool. 

• Examine biological evolution by natural 
selection, examining changes in life forms using 
evidence from fossilisation, structural 
morphology and molecular homology. 

• A student practical investigation related to 
cellular processes and/or biological change is 
undertaken in either Unit 3 or Unit 4. 

 
Assessment 
• Unit 1 & 2 can include practical investigations, tests and Examinations 
• Unit 3 & 4 can include practical investigations, VCAA SAC’s and an external examination 
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VCE Chemistry 
VCE Chemistry explores key chemical processes and materials. Year 11 focuses on material 
diversity and water. Year 12 covers chemical reactions, organic compounds, and analysis 
techniques. Apply chemical principles in practical experiments. 
 

Year 11 Year 12 

Unit 1  
Explain the 
diversity of 
materials 
 

Unit 2  
Analyse how 
chemical reactions 
shape the natural 
world 
 

Unit 3 
Investigate design 
and innovation in 
chemical 
processes 
 

Unit 4  
Explore carbon-
based compounds 
designed for 
purpose 
 

Unit 1 
• Investigate structures and properties of 

materials like metals, polymers, and ionic 
compounds. 

• Explore sustainable manufacturing using 
renewable resources and circular economy 
ideas. 

• Conduct practical on metal reactivity, 
chromatography, precipitation, empirical 
formulas, and polymer synthesis. 

 
Unit 2 
• Compare substances in water and gases 

produced in reactions. 
• Study acid-based and redox reactions and 

their uses in society. 
• Perform experiments on water’s heat capacity, 

solubility, volumetric analysis, and calibration 
curves. 

•  

Unit 3 
• Examine chemical energy production and 

materials. 
• Apply sustainability and design principles to 

reduce environmental and health impacts. 
• Compare fuels based on energy changes, 

efficiency, and environmental effects. 
• Explore food energy in living systems and 

principles of different electrochemical cells. 
• Evaluate factors affecting reaction rates and 

control reaction speed. 
• Carry out practical on thermochemistry, 

redox, electrochemistry, reaction rates, and 
equilibrium. 

 
Unit 4 
• Study structures and reactions of organic 

compounds. 
• Apply green chemistry to make synthetic 

organics. 
• Learn about food metabolism and how 

medicines work. 
• Use lab techniques to analyse organic 

compounds. 
• Conduct practical synthesis, functional 

groups, titrations, solvent extraction, and 
distillation. 

 
Assessment 
• Units 1 & 2: Practical work, reports, SACs, investigations, and exams. 
• Units 3 & 4: Practical work, SACs, investigations, and final VCE exams. 
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ENGLISH SUBJECTS 
 

VCE English 
VCE English helps students understand how language is used to create meaning in 
different types of texts — written, spoken, and multimodal (like videos or presentations). It 
builds skills in reading, writing, and thinking in both creative and critical ways. Students 
learn to understand and enjoy texts, and how to create and analyse them by thinking 
deeply and reflecting on their meaning. 
 

Year 11 Year 12 

Unit 1  
AOS1: Reading and 
Exploring Texts; 
AOS2: Crafting Texts 
 

Unit 2  
AOS1: Reading and 
Exploring Texts; 
AOS2: Exploring 
Argument 

Unit 3  
AOS1: Reading and 
Responding to Texts; 
AOS2: Creating Texts 
 

Unit 4 
AOS1: Reading and 
Responding to Texts; 
AOS2: Analysing 
Argument 

Unit 1 
• Read and watch texts, making personal 

connections to the story. 
• Discuss the ideas, values, and experiences 

presented by the author. 
• Build skills in reading between the lines 

(inference) and understanding how meaning is 
created. 

• Explore how language, structure, and word 
choice shape meaning. 

• Compare the cultural, social, and historical 
ideas in texts with your own views. 

• Share and develop ideas with others to deepen 
understanding. 

• Create different types of texts (imaginative, 
persuasive, informative) with awareness of 
purpose, audience, and context. 

 
Unit 2 
• Read and view texts to understand their main 

ideas and how language, structure, and visuals 
create meaning. 

• Explore how texts reflect the time, culture, 
and values in which they were created. 

• Build skills in analytical writing and 
understanding how arguments are made. 

• Study how media texts try to influence 
audiences using structure, evidence, and 
persuasive techniques. 

• Use this knowledge to write your own 
persuasive texts with a clear point of view. 

•  

Unit 3 
• Read and think deeply about texts, exploring 

characters, ideas, and how meaning is 
created. 

• Discuss and reflect on texts to develop and 
improve your own writing. 

• Use mentor texts as inspiration for creative 
ideas and writing techniques. 

• Experiment with language, structure, and style 
to create original and engaging writing. 

• Reflect on your writing choices and how they 
shape your message. 

• Make connections between texts and your own 
life to enrich your writing. 

 
Unit 4 
• Read and explore how authors use language, 

structure, and ideas to create meaning in 
texts. 

• Discuss how texts reflect values, beliefs, and 
issues, including those shaped by history and 
culture. 

• Analyse how language, visuals, and argument 
work together to influence the audience in 
media texts. 

• Understand how purpose, audience, and 
context affect how arguments are made and 
presented. 

• Use this knowledge to write and present your 
own persuasive texts, choosing a format that 
suits your message and audience. 

• Practice editing and improving your writing for 
clarity and flow. 

 
Assessment 
A mixture of analytical essays, persuasive speeches, creative writing and presenting. 
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VCE English Language 
VCE English Language teaches students how language reflects our thoughts, identities, 
and relationships by analysing how it is used in different contexts and by different groups. 
Through a focus on linguistics, students learn to understand and critically examine the 
structure, meaning, and power of spoken and written English. 
 

Year 11 Year 12 

Unit 1  
Language and 
communication 

Unit 2  
Language change 
 

Unit 3 
Language variation 
and purpose 

Unit 4  
Language variation 
and identity 

Unit 1 
• Understand how language is used differently in 

Australian and other cultures. 
• Compare spoken and written language and how 

each is used. 
• Learning that language follows social rules and 

shared meanings. 
• Recognise that language is a system of signs and 

rules we all follow. 
• Know that language shapes how we see the 

world, not just reflect it. 
• Explore how context (like topic, audience, or 

place) affects language use. 
• Identify how culture, values, and beliefs 

influence how people speak and write. 
• Understand that language is more than words — 

gestures, facial expressions, and tone also 
matter. 

 
Unit 2 
• Understand that language is always changing and 

evolving over time. 
• Learn what causes English to change, like 

technology, culture, and social trends. 
• Explore how English has spread globally and why 

it’s widely used. 
• Recognise that English has developed different 

regional and cultural varieties. 
• Analyse how language change affects sounds, 

words, grammar, and meaning. 
• Examine old and modern texts to see how 

English has changed. 
• Understand that people have different opinions 

about language change. 
• Know that more people speak English as a 

second language than as a first. 
• Discuss how English has influenced other 

languages and contributed to the loss of some 
Indigenous languages. 

• Reflect on the cultural effects of English 
becoming a global language. 

Unit 3 
• Explore how English is used in everyday 

Australian speaking and writing. 
• Understand how language expresses ideas, 

opinions, and attitudes — both positive and 
negative. 

• Compare formal and informal language in 
different situations. 

• Learn how grammar, word choice, and sentence 
structure shape meaning. 

• Understand that context (who, where, why, and 
how) influences language use. 

• Recognise how purpose, audience, and formality 
affect how we communicate. 

• Explore how language reflects values, beliefs, 
and relationships. 

• Discuss how language can include or exclude 
others, and how it can show power or 
connection. 

 
Unit 4 
• Understand how language shapes and reflects 

personal, social, and cultural identity. 
• Recognise the different varieties of English 

spoken in Australia and what influences them. 
• Know that Standard Australian English is the 

most widely accepted form and linked to national 
identity. 

• Explore how language can include, exclude, 
unite, or separate people. 

• Analyse how identity can change based on 
context, experiences, and the language we use. 

 
Assessment 
A mixture of analytical a folio of annotated texts, essays, investigation reports, analytical 
commentary and short answer questions 
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VCE English As An Additional Language (EAL) 
VCE EAL focuses on how English language is used to create meaning in written, spoken 
and multimodal texts of varying complexity. 
 
Students will be considered for English as an Additional Language status if both of the 
following conditions are satisfied: 
• The student has been a resident for not more than seven years (arrived in Australia after 

January 2019) 
• English has not been the student’s major language of instruction for more than seven 
• (7) years prior to Year 12. 
 
 

Year 11 Year 12 

Unit 1  
Reading and 
Exploring Texts 

Unit 2  
Exploring 
Argument 

Unit 3 and 4  
Reading and Responding to Texts 

Unit 1  
• Reading and viewing texts with a focus on 

personal connections with the story. 
• Guided reading of mentor texts to develop an 

understanding of the diverse ways that 
vocabulary, text structures, language features 
and ideas can interweave to craft compelling 
texts. 

• Exploring and revisiting mentor texts for 
development of own writing processes, 
generation of ideas, and as models for 
effective writing. 

 
Unit 2  
• Development of reading and viewing skills, 

including deepening capacity for inferential 
reading and viewing 

• Consideration of the way arguments are 
developed and delivered in many forms of 
media. 

• Analysing persuasive texts using note taking, 
summaries and short-answer questions, and 
through formal, analytical writing. 

• Employing understanding of arguments to 
create own point of view text. Constructing 
this text for oral presentation to learn about 
the conventions of oral presentation for 
persuasive purposes. 

Unit 3 and 4  
• Applying reading and viewing strategies to 

critically engage with a text, considering its 
dynamics and complexities. 

• Analytical writing about a text to further 
develop skills to engage with and challenge 
ideas. 

• EAL students are provided with a contextual 
framing of the text through a listening task 
that explores historical, cultural and/or social 
values relevant to the text. 

• Reading and engaging imaginatively and 
critically with mentor texts, and effective and 
cohesive writing within identified contexts. 

• Working with mentor texts to inspire creative 
processes, to generate ideas for writing, and 
as models for effective writing. 

• Sharing skills of reading and viewing texts, 
consolidating capacity to critically analyse 
texts and deepen understanding of the ideas 
and values a text can convey. 

• Analysing the use of argument and language, 
and visuals in texts that debate a 
contemporary and significant national or 
international issue. 

 
Assessment 
A mixture of analytical essays, persuasive speeches, creative writing and presenting. 
 

 



 

  Westall SC – Senior School Handbook 2027 40 

ARTS & TECHNOLOGIES SUBJECTS 
 

VCE Food Studies 
VCE Food Studies builds food knowledge and practical skills to support health and 
wellbeing. In Units 1 and 2, students explore food from different angles, including global 
cuisines, food history, Australian food industries, and food at home. 
Units 3 and 4 focus on food science, healthy food choices, food ethics, and understanding 
food information. 
Students take part in hands-on activities like cooking, design tasks, taste testing, and food 
analysis. This subject can lead to careers in hospitality (chef, baker, pastry chef), nutrition 
(dietitian, nutritionist), or food media (teacher, stylist, writer). 
 

Year 11 Year 12 

Unit 1 
Food Origins 

Unit 2 
Food Makers 

Unit 3 
Food in daily life 

Unit 4 
Food Issues 

Unit 1 
• Explore food from historical and cultural 

perspectives 
• Learn how humans sourced food over time 

(hunter-gatherers to global trade) 
• Study traditional food practices in different 

world regions 
• Investigate Indigenous Australian food before 

European settlement 
• Understand how food habits have changed 

over time 
 
Unit 2 
• Investigate food systems in Australia, 

including small-scale and home production 
• Explore how food industries contribute to the 

Australian economy and provide safe, quality 
food 

• Produce food and evaluate it by comparing it 
to commercial products 

• Analyse the benefits and challenges of using 
practical food skills at home 

•  

Unit 3 
• Investigate the roles and daily influences of 

food 
• Explore the science of eating, digestion, and 

food appreciation 
• Examine how food properties change during 

cooking and preparation 
• Analyse the Australian Dietary Guidelines and 

diverse nutrient needs 
• Investigate how eating habits and food values 

change over time 
• Inquire into how food’s shape’s identity and 

how food information can be influenced 
• Explore principles for developing healthy, 

lifelong eating habits 
• Apply food science terms and techniques 

through practical cooking tasks 
 
Unit 4 
• Examine global and Australian food systems 

and related issues like sustainability, ethics, 
and food security 

• Investigate how technology and farming 
practices impact the environment and food 
production 

• Explore challenges such as food waste, food 
safety, and resource management 

• Analyse food information and misinformation 
to support smart consumer choices 

• Assess food trends, fads, and diets using 
reliable information and critical thinking 

 
Assessment 
A mixture of written tests, oral presentations and role plays, practical investigations, scored 
assessment tasks and external examination. 
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VCE Art Making And Exhibiting 
VCE Art Making and Exhibiting provides students with opportunities to recognise their 
individual potential as artists, encourages self-expression and creativity, and can build 
confidence and a sense of individual identity. Learning through, about and in the visual 
arts develops students’ critical thinking skills and their ability to interpret the worlds they 
live in. Students are encouraged to work both independently and collaboratively, as 
learning from each other can develop innovative and exciting ideas. 
 

Year 11 Year 12 

Unit 1 
Explore, expand and 
investigate 

Unit 2 
Understand, 
develop and resolve 

Unit 3 
Collect, extend and 
conserve 

Unit 4 
Consolidate, 
present and 
conserve 

Unit 1 
• Explore materials, techniques, and processes 

across different art forms 
• Expand understanding of material properties 

and their applications 
• Investigate how materials relate to specific art 

forms and artwork creation 
• Examine the history of art forms and how 

materials have evolved over time 
• Understand and apply safe handling of 

materials 
• Document ideas and progress visually and in 

writing in a visual arts journal 
 
Unit 2 
• Research how artists use aesthetic qualities 

to express ideas and how artworks are 
displayed 

• Respond to a theme and develop personal 
ideas 

• Use materials, techniques, and art elements to 
shape and refine concepts 

• Plan and create a finished artwork 
• Reflect on aesthetic qualities and their impact 

in artworks 
• Document progress visually and in writing in a 

visual arts journal 
• Explore how exhibitions are planned and how 

spaces are organised 
• Investigate roles in exhibition planning and 

how artworks are selected and displayed 
• Visit different exhibitions, including galleries, 

museums, and independent spaces 
•  

Unit 3 
• Explore ideas and subject matter to create 

imaginative artworks 
• Investigate how artists use visual language to 

show meaning 
• Record artmaking, artist research, and ideas in 

a Visual Arts journal 
• Document experiments with materials, 

techniques, and processes 
• Present a critique of their artwork to peers 
• Showcase selected development work and 

artworks from their journal 
• Visit two exhibitions in galleries, museums, or 

other spaces 
• Research into how exhibitions are organised 

and the curator’s role 
 
Unit 4 
• Make connections to previous artworks and 

refine them in a chosen art form 
• Document the resolution of artworks in the 

Visual Arts journal, including techniques, 
ideas, and style 

• Evaluate finished artworks and reflect on the 
materials, techniques, and processes used 

• Organise how artworks will be presented, 
considering display needs like lighting 

• Present a critique of their work and reflect on 
peer feedback 

• Review how artworks are presented, cared for, 
and conserved, including their own 

• Visit at least two exhibitions in different art 
spaces 

• Document exhibition visits and artwork 
reviews in their Visual Arts journal 

 
Assessment 
A mixture of design portfolio, design products and examination. 
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VCE Product Design  
(Only Units 1&2 Offered in 2026) 
VCE Product Design helps students prepare for careers in many design areas, such as 
industrial design, fashion, furniture, jewelry, textiles, ceramics, and engineering. It teaches 
students technical skills so they can come up with different solutions to everyday 
problems. The subject also helps students become creative thinkers and confident project 
managers, ready to work in a range of modern jobs that involve different types of skills 
and knowledge. 
 

Year 11 Year 12 

Unit 1  
Sustainable 
Product and 
Redevelopment 

Unit 2 
Collaborative 
Design 

Unit 3 
Applying the 
Product Design 
Process 

Unit 4 
Product 
Development and 
Evaluation 

Unit 1  
• Design and plan the redevelopment of an 

existing product, considering sustainability. 
• Select and apply suitable materials, tools, and 

processes to create the new product. 
• Compare the redeveloped product with the 

original in terms of function and sustainability. 
 
Unit 2 
• Design and plan a product or range of products 

in response to a brief, working as part of a 
team. 

• Manage and use safe production processes to 
create the product. 

• Evaluate the product and teamwork by 
assessing materials, processes, and how well 
the final product meets the brief. 

Unit 3 
• Investigate and define a design problem to 

understand user needs. 
• Explain and analyse how different factors 

influence product design and manufacturing in 
industry. 

• Document the design process clearly and 
begin making the product based on the 
planned design. 

 
Unit 4 
• Compare and evaluate similar commercial 

products using a range of criteria. 
• Apply production skills safely to complete the 

product started in Unit 3, while managing time 
and resources. 

• Evaluate the final product through testing and 
feedback, create user instructions or care 
labels, and recommend improvements. 
 

 
Assessment 
A mixture of written tests, oral presentations and role plays, practical investigations, scored 
assessment tasks and external examination. 
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VCE Systems Engineering 
VCE Systems Engineering involves the design, production, operation, evaluation and 
iteration of integrated systems, which mediate and control many aspects of human 
experience. Students test and verify systems. They develop their own project involving 
such systems. They evaluate how well the completed system meets the intended goals 
and reflect on the systems engineering process to create the intended design outcome. 
 

Year 11 Year 12 

Unit 1 
 Introduction to 
Mechanical 
Systems 

Unit 2 
Introduction to 
Electro-technology 
Systems 

Unit 3 
Integrated and 
Controlled Systems 

Unit 4 
Systems Control 
 

Unit 1 
• Understand the basic physics and theory 

behind mechanical systems, with a focus on 
building a working system. 

• Apply knowledge of design principles to 
construct, test, and evaluate a mechanical 
system. 

• Include electronic components if needed, 
while keeping the system mainly mechanical. 

• Research how systems use or convert energy 
and quantify this through investigation. 

• Recognise and describe mechanical 
subsystems, their motion, and related 
engineering principles using basic physics and 
maths. 

 
Unit 2 
• Produce working electro-technology systems, 

which may include mechanical parts. 
• Conduct research and create technical reports 

based on findings 
• Focus on building electro-technology systems 

while learning core theory and physics 
• Explore new and emerging technologies in the 

electro-technology field. 
• Study basic electrical theory, circuit 

components, and applied physics in circuits. 

Unit 3  
• Study engineering principles that explain how 

integrated systems function. 
• Design and plan a mechanical and electro-

technology system that is integrated and 
controlled. 

• Learn how energy sources are used to power 
engineered systems. 

• Begin creating your system using the systems 
engineering process. 

• Design, build, test, and evaluate the system 
with a focus on innovation. 

• Explore types and sources of energy that 
support system operation. 

 
Unit 4  
• Complete the integrated mechanical and 

electro-technology system started in Unit 3. 
• Investigate emerging technologies, 

understand why they were developed, and 
analyse their impacts.  

• Continue using the systems engineering 
process to finish your system. 

• Expand your knowledge by analysing a specific 
innovation and evaluating its impact on 
society and engineering. 

•  

 
Assessment 
Can include documentation of systems engineering processes, developmental folio, 
engineering product presentations and exam. 
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VCE Visual Communication Design 
VCE Visual Communication and Design focuses on developing creative and practical 
design skills through drawing, digital design, and visual storytelling. Students learn how to 
communicate ideas using design elements and principles across three key fields: 
communication, environmental, and industrial design. They explore the design process, 
from research and idea generation to final presentations, using both manual and digital 
techniques. This subject prepares students for further study or careers in graphic design, 
architecture, interior design, product design, and related fields. 
 

Year 11 Year 12 

Unit 1 
Introduction to 
Visual 
Communication 
Design 

Unit 2 
Applications of 
Visual 
Communication 
Design 

Unit 3 
Design Thinking 
and Practice 
 

Unit 4 
Design 
Development and 
Presentation 
 

Unit 1 
• Develop observation, visualisation, and 

presentation drawing skills 
• Create drawings for different purposes using 

various media, materials, and manual or digital 
methods 

• Apply design elements and principles to 
communicate ideas visually 

• Examine technical, economic, and 
environmental factors that influence design 

• Describe how historical, social, and cultural 
influences shape visual communication 

 
Unit 2 
• Create presentation drawings using technical 

drawing conventions for environmental or 
industrial design 

• Use typography and imagery to communicate 
ideas effectively 

• Apply design thinking to explore and 
manipulate images and type 

• Engage in the design process to create visual 
communications in response to a brief 

Unit 3 
• Develop skills to carry out a design process for 

specific contexts, purposes, and audiences 
• Describe how visual communications are 

produced across different design industries 
• Apply design thinking to conduct research and 

generate visual ideas 
• Present visualisation and freehand drawings 

with annotations to communicate design 
concepts 

 
Unit 4 
• Produce two final visual communication 

presentations that meet the design brief 
• Devise and deliver a pitch to explain how the 

work meets client needs 
• Develop and refine final presentations from 

selected concepts 
• Reflect on and explain how final presentations 

address the client brief and their overall 
strengths 

 
Assessment 
It can include a mixture of developmental portfolio, final presentations, written reports 
and exams.  
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HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
SUBJECTS 
VCE Health And Human Development 
VCE Health and Human Development teaches students what health and wellbeing mean, 
how they can change quickly, and how they are different for each person. Students learn 
why health varies between different groups in the community. In Year 11, the focus is on 
youth health as they move into adulthood. In Year 12, the focus shifts to the health of the 
Australian population and health issues around the world. 
 

Year 11 Year 12 

Unit 1 
Understanding 
Health and 
Wellbeing 

Unit 2  
Managing Health 
and Development 

Unit 3 
Australia’s Health 
in a Globalised 
World 

Unit 4 
Health and Human 
Development in a 
Global Context 

Unit 1 
• Define health and wellbeing as including 

physical, emotional, mental, social, and 
spiritual aspects. 

• Recognise that health and wellbeing are 
different for each person due to many factors. 

• Analyse what influences health for individuals 
and population groups. 

• Explore how personal views and cultural 
backgrounds, including those of Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander peoples, affect 
health beliefs and behaviours. 

• Identify key health issues facing Australian 
youth, such as diet, mental health, injury, 
alcohol, and drug use. 

 
Unit 2  
• Describe the stages of human development, 

especially the shift from youth to adulthood. 
• Explore life changes in adulthood such as 

independence, relationships, parenthood, and 
health milestones. 

• Explain how the Australian healthcare system 
works and what services it provides. 

• Discuss the pros and cons of using digital 
media to find reliable health information. 

Unit 3 
• Understand that health, wellbeing, and illness 

are complex and can change quickly. 
• Compare health and wellbeing in Australia with 

other countries to see how rights and access 
differ. 

• Evaluate health data to identify Australia's 
strengths and areas needing improvement. 

• Examine how health promotion and programs 
have changed over time. 

• Investigate what Australia is doing to improve 
health and how this connects to global health 
efforts. 

 
Unit 4 
• Compare health and wellbeing across 

countries and identify reasons for differences. 
• Investigate how social, economic, and physical 

conditions affect people's lives. 
• Identify key areas of sustainability and their 

link to human development. 
• Analyse how global trends like climate change, 

digital tech, trade, and migration impact 
health. 

• Use global recommendations from the UN and 
WHO to suggest ways to improve health 
worldwide. 
 

 
Assessment 
Unit 1 & 2 can include: written reports, tests, laboratory reports and examinations. 
Unit 3 & 4 can include: labs, case study analysis, visual representation & structured 
questions. 
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VCE Physical Education 
VCE Physical Education looks at the body, how it moves, and the way people can pick up 
new skills when participating in physical activity and sport. It takes into consideration the 
various factors that influence people’s performance and participation, like individual 
differences, people’s mental ability, the environment and other factors that surround 
people. It combines practical classes with theory to explore these ideas. 
 

Year 11 Year 12 

Unit 1 
The Human Body 
in Motion 

Unit 2 
Physical Activity, 
Sport and Society 

Unit 3 
Movement Skills 
and Energy for 
Physical Activity 

Unit 4 
Physical Activity, 
Sport and Society 
 

Unit 1 
• Explore how body systems work together 

to create movement. 
• Investigate how each body system helps 

or limits movement and physical activity 
through practical tasks. 

• Recommend and apply strategies to 
reduce the risk of illness or injury to body 
systems. 

 
Unit 2 
• Develop understanding of physical 

activity and sport from a participation 
view. 

• Identify types of physical activity and the 
impact of activity and sitting time on 
health for different groups. 

Unit 3 
• Examine biomechanical and skill learning 

principles to analyse movement in 
physical activities. 

• Engage in practical activities to apply 
these principles and improve movement 
skills. 

• Explore how body systems create energy 
for movement. 

• Build understanding of how the heart, 
lungs, and muscles supply oxygen and 
energy during activity. 

• Explain how the three energy systems 
work together to provide energy and 
delay fatigue. 

• Participate in activities to see how energy 
systems work during physical activity. 

 
Unit 4 
• Analyse information needed to create an 

effective training program. 
• Use data from activity analysis to find 

fitness needs for a chosen physical 
activity. 

• Collect and apply fitness test results to 
design a fitness plan. 

• Implement and assess training methods 
both practically and theoretically. 

• Evaluate how fitness improves through 
proper training. 

• Identify parts of a training session and 
adjust them as needed. 

• Explain long-term body changes after 
completing a training program. 

 
Assessment 
Unit 1 & 2 can include: written reports, tests, laboratory reports and examinations. 
Unit 3 & 4 can include: labs, case study analysis, visual representation & structured 
questions. 
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LANGUAGES OTHER THAN ENGLISH 
 

VCE Chinese First Language  
VCE Chinese First Language develops students’ ability to communicate effectively in Chinese 
across interpersonal, interpretive, and presentational contexts. Students explore the close 
relationship between language and culture, comparing different cultures to deepen their 
intercultural understanding. The course helps students appreciate the cultural settings in 
which Chinese is used, while also reflecting on their own cultural identity. It encourages 
learners to understand language as a system and to become confident, lifelong language 
learners. By making connections between Chinese and other languages, students broaden 
their knowledge and ways of thinking. This study also prepares students to engage with 
multilingual communities, applying their language skills in social, leisure, educational, and 
workplace environments. 
 

Year 11 Year 12 

Unit 1 Unit 2  Unit 3 Unit 4 

Unit 1 
• Use language to explain, persuade, and share 

opinions on topics studied, with clear and 
varied vocabulary. 

• Communicate clearly in speaking and writing 
by linking ideas and using correct tone, 
grammar, and style for the situation. 

• Start, continue, and end conversations, 
respond to others, ask questions, and fix 
misunderstandings. 

• Find and use key information from texts, using 
clues from language and culture to understand 
and check meaning. 

• Create clear settings and responses using 
effective language. 

• Use suitable vocabulary, style, and structure 
for the task. 

• Follow text type conventions and organise 
ideas clearly. 

• Apply correct tone, spelling, and punctuation. 
 
Unit 2 
• Use structures to inform, explain, persuade, 

agree, and disagree. 
• Apply relevant vocabulary, expressions, and 

cultural phrases to support arguments. 
• Initiate, maintain, and close exchanges, using 

gestures and tone to persuade. 
• Link and sequence ideas clearly to strengthen 

arguments and reach conclusions. 
• Infer meaning from language and context, 

summarise and compare ideas across texts. 
• Identify key ideas, text conventions, and 

respond appropriately for audience and 
purpose. 

• Provide personal comments, compare 
experiences, and support views with evidence. 

Unit 3 
• Identify and explain key ideas, opinions, and 

language features. 
• Extract and summarise information from 

different sources. 
• Interpret questions and respond clearly and 

appropriately. 
• Create imaginative and evaluative texts using 

suitable language and style. 
• Analyse tone, structure, and purpose in 

spoken and written texts. 
• Respond to others by asking questions, 

justifying views, and adapting language for 
context. 

 
Unit 4 
• Identify key ideas, values, and vocabulary 

related to the subtopic. 
•  Interpret and respond to questions using 

clear, well-structured language. 
• Analyse written, spoken, and viewed texts for 

meaning, bias, and perspective. 
• Summarise and compare ideas from multiple 

sources to form strong responses. 
• Present persuasive and evaluative views using 

evidence and appropriate language. 
• Use correct grammar, tone, and register for 

both spoken and written tasks. 
• Exchange ideas clearly in formal discussions 

and justify opinions with support. 
 
Assessment 
Unit 1 & 2 can include written tests, oral 
presentations and role-plays, and exams. 
Unit 3 & 4 can include imaginative writing, listening 
comprehension, evaluative presentation, writing, 
reading and responding and interviews, external oral 
interview and external exam 
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VCE Chinese Second Language  
VCE Chinese Second Language helps students build skills in speaking, listening, reading, 
writing, and viewing Chinese. Students learn to communicate, understand others, and share 
ideas in different situations and on a range of topics. They also explore Chinese culture and 
learn how language and culture are connected. Students reflect on their own experiences to 
better understand how language shape’s identity and communities. 
 

Year 11 Year 12 

Unit 1 Unit 2  Unit 3 Unit 4 

Unit 1 
• Discuss subtopic ideas using appropriate 

vocabulary, grammar, and idioms in both 
spoken and written Chinese. 

• Initiate, maintain, and close conversations 
using correct pronunciation, tone, gestures, 
and cultural awareness. 

• Recognise and respond to turn-taking cues 
and adjust language based on context and 
audience. 

• Plan, draft, and edit texts using dictionaries 
and writing conventions for different formats. 

• Organise and link ideas clearly, engage the 
audience, and explain cultural meanings when 
needed. 

•  Check spelling, punctuation, characters, and 
grammar to ensure accuracy. 

 
Unit 2 
• Communicate in Chinese across interpersonal, 

interpretive, and presentational contexts. 
• Understand the relationship between 

language and culture. 
• Compare cultures and languages to enhance 

intercultural awareness. 
• Appreciate the cultural contexts in which 

Chinese is spoken. 
• Learn about language as a system and oneself 

as a language learner. 
• Make connections between different 

languages, knowledge, and ways of thinking. 
Apply language learning to social and leisure 

activities, lifelong learning, and the world of 
work 

 

Unit 3 
• Explain key ideas and vocabulary about the 

subtopic. 
• Use correct grammar and expressions to 

share opinions. 
• Start, maintain, and end conversations clearly, 

solving problems and confirming agreements. 
• Negotiate by listening, responding, and giving 

information 
• Link ideas logically and clearly. 
• Understand implied meanings and cultural 

differences. 
• Speak with correct pronunciation, tone, and 

gestures. 
• Answer questions and follow conversation 

cues. 
• Understand the main points from written, 

spoken, and visual texts. 
• Write original texts by planning and editing. 
• Use correct language, style, and format for 

different texts. 
• Organise ideas clearly. 
Check spelling and grammar. 
 
Unit 4 
Spoken Interaction 
• Initiate and maintain conversations on 

selected subtopics. 
• Use appropriate vocabulary, grammar, and 

idioms for informal discussions. 
• Employ strategies to start, continue, and 

conclude exchanges effectively. 
• Acknowledge and respond to cues for turn-

taking and cultural expectations. 
• Link ideas logically and express preferences or 

opinions clearly. 
• Self-correct language use is needed and apply 

correct pronunciation, intonation, and stress. 
 
Unit 4 continued next page 

 
 



 

Westall SC – Senior School Handbook 2027   49 

 

 Unit 4 Continued 

 Written Communication 
• Interpret information from various texts and 

write responses in Chinese. 
• Select relevant and interesting information for 

written exchanges. 
• Link ideas logically and use appropriate 

vocabulary and grammar. 
• Follow conventions of different text types and 

apply suitable language for the audience and 
purpose. 

• Plan, draft, and edit writing using tools like 
dictionaries. 

• Self-correct language use as appropriate and 
ensure correct spelling, grammar, characters, 
and punctuation. 

 
Cultural Understanding 
• Identify and explain cultural meanings in texts. 
• Select relevant examples to demonstrate 

aspects of culture. 
• Create original oral presentations that explain 

cultural aspects. 
• Sequence ideas logically and use appropriate 

oral Chinese and other elements for the 
presentation. 

• Utilize visual, digital media, or other resources 
to support the presentation. 

Self-correct language use as appropriate and 
apply correct pronunciation, intonation, and 
stress. 

 
Assessment 
Unit 1 & 2 can include structured questions, role-plays, summary of a film, listen and 
respond to conversation, presentations, written pieces including informative, narrative 
and/or persuasive writing pieces. 
Unit 3 & 4 can include role-plays, written responses to texts, informative writing, interview 
with verbal questioning. 
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VCE VOCATIONAL MAJOR (VM) 
SUBJECTS 
 

VCE VM Literacy  
VCE VM Literacy helps students build the reading, writing, speaking and listening skills needed 
for everyday life, work and the community. Students learn to understand and create different 
types of texts, like emails, work forms, news articles and personal writing. The subject focuses 
on real-life learning and helps students use language clearly and with confidence in work and 
study settings. 
 

Year 11 Year 12 

Unit 1 Unit 2  Unit 3 Unit 4 

Unit 1 
• Learn how different texts (like stories, emails, 

and reports) are written and why. 
• Understand who a text is for and how images, 

sound, and layout help share meaning. 
• Find good sources, take notes, and avoid 

copying. 
• Read, watch, and talk about both print and 

digital texts in class. 
• Create and edit your own writing or digital work 

using correct spelling and grammar. 
• Use the internet safely and respectfully and 

give credit when using others’ work. 
 
Unit 2 
• Identify how language, images, and tones are 

used to influence others. 
• Understand how background, values, and bias 

can shape opinions in texts and speeches. 
• Recognise the structure of persuasive texts 

and how logic, emotion, and evidence are used. 
• Use skills like notetaking, comparing ideas, and 

summarising to analyse persuasive content. 
• Create your own persuasive texts by planning, 

drafting, and editing clearly. 
• Present your ideas in discussions using 

respectful communication, eye contact, and 
body language. 

• Check your work for correct spelling, 
punctuation, and structure. 

• Give credit when using other people’s ideas and 
follow copyright rules. 

Unit 3 
• Identify the structure and purpose of 

workplace texts like reports, forms, and 
instructions. 

• Understand how different organisation’s use 
specific language and formats in their 
documents. 

• Use features like headings, tables, and indexes 
to find key information in complex texts. 

• Access accurate and reliable texts online or in 
print for work or community tasks. 

• Create clear and accurate documents for 
different audiences and purposes. 

• Explain ideas clearly using correct tone, body 
language, and respectful discussion skills. 

• Apply correct spelling, punctuation, and 
grammar in all written work. 

 
Unit 4 
• Explain how language, images, and layout are 

used to influence different audiences. 
• Recognise how tone, eye contact, and body 

language affect oral communication. 
• Identify the structure and features of 

persuasive texts like brochures, social media, 
and websites. 

• Create influential or promotional material that 
suits the audience and purpose. 

• Support your ideas with evidence and use 
appropriate referencing. 

• Evaluate how effective a text is in influencing 
its audience and reflect on your own work. 

• Apply correct spelling, punctuation, and 
grammar in all communication. 

• Contribute to group discussions using active 
listening and thoughtful responses. 

 
Assessment 
Assessment tasks in the form of Essential Learning Tasks will be made up of a mixture of 
reflective journals, writing pieces, performances, research tasks, presentation reflections, 
debates, community interview records, presentations, case studies, reports, oral reports. 
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VCE VM Numeracy 
VCE Vocational Major Numeracy helps students build practical maths skills for everyday 
life, work, and the community. It focuses on real-world situations like personal finances, 
health, work, and recreation. Students learn about numbers, measurement, shapes, data, 
and problem-solving, using maths to make sense of the world around them. The course 
uses a four-step cycle: understanding the problem, using maths, checking the solution, 
and sharing the results.  
 

Year 11 Year 12 

Unit 1 Unit 2  Unit 3 Unit 4 

Unit 1 
• Work with whole numbers, decimals, place value, 

and simple operations including multiplication, 
rounding, and order of operations 

• Use fractions, percentages, ratios, and 
proportions in everyday situations 

• Recognise and describe common 2D and 3D 
shapes, patterns, symmetry, and 
transformations like reflection and rotation 

• Use and apply simple scaling, including enlarging 
and reducing shapes in plans or images 

• Select and use a range of digital and manual tools 
(e.g. calculators, apps, tape measures) safely and 
appropriately for solving problems, showing 
results, and checking accuracy 

 
Unit 2 
• Understand the task’s purpose, key questions, 

and identify the necessary math information, 
tools, and methods to solve the problem. 

• Plan and solve problems using everyday 
materials, mental methods, paper, and 
technology while making estimations and 
checking if results make sense, adjusting if 
needed. 

• Explain solutions clearly using written, spoken, 
and visual math language such as symbols, 
diagrams, and graphs, and use digital and manual 
tools properly to calculate, analyse, and present 
data. 

• Interpret results, check accuracy, spot errors, 
make decisions based on technology, and reflect 
on the use of tools considering real-world 
relevance and online safety. 

 
 
 

Unit 3 
• Understand numbers, fractions, decimals, 

rounding, powers, roots, ratios, and 
percentages. Use multiplication facts and simple 
proportions. 

• Describe and classify 2D and 3D shapes, 
symmetry, angles, patterns, and scaling. Use 
technology to create and change shapes. 

• Measure distance, area, volume, time, and 
temperature. Convert units and use tools 
accurately with estimation. 

• Apply rates, ratios, proportions, and algebra to 
solve real-life problems. Follow algebra rules. 

• Identify the task purpose, key questions, and 
math needed. Plan and choose the right methods 
and tools. 

• Use metal, paper, and digital tools to calculate 
and solve problems flexibly. 

• Check results for accuracy and reasonableness. 
Adjust answers or explain no solution if needed. 

 
Unit 4 
• Use maps, landmarks, compasses, and 

technology to give clear directions and describe 
positions and angles. 

• Collect, organize, and display data; calculate 
averages and ranges; identify patterns and 
outliers. 

• Understand chance and probability; create 
sample spaces; estimate likelihood; compare 
probabilities; make decisions based on risk. 

• Use technology like spreadsheets and apps to 
manage data, plan, and improve results. 

• Understand tasks, select math needed, plan 
solutions, and solve problems using mental, 
paper, and digital tools. 

• Check and reflect on results for accuracy and 
reasonableness; adjust or explain if needed. 

• Clearly document and explain math work using 
words, symbols, diagrams, and technology. 

• Use and compare digital and analogue tools; 
analyze data; interpret results; make informed 
decisions; practice online safety. 

 
Assessment 
Assessment tasks in the form of Essential Learning Tasks will be made up of a mixture of: 
Investigations and projects, Multimedia presentations, posters, or reports and Portfolios 
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VCE VM Work Related Skills (WRS) 
VCE WRS study helps students get ready for work or further training. It focuses on practical 
skills and real-world experiences. Students learn about how work is changing, the skills needed 
in the workplace, how workplaces are structured, and how to build a personal portfolio. They 
develop skills like communication, teamwork, and problem-solving, and learn about rights and 
responsibilities at work. Students also create a portfolio to show their strengths and 
experiences. Learning includes both classroom activities and hands-on work placements to 
prepare for future career paths. 
 

Year 11 Year 12 

Unit 1 Unit 2  Unit 3 Unit 4 

Unit 1 
• Identify job opportunities and information that 

match your skills and interests. 
• Explain job market trends and how they affect 

career choices. 
• Analyse and compare job and industry 

information to support career planning. 
• Apply tools, advice, and research to make 

informed career decisions. 
• Recognise personal strengths and challenges 

that influence your goals. 
• Set clear goals for work and study based on your 

interests. 
• Communicate your research and career ideas 

clearly. 
• Reflect on feedback to improve future planning. 
• Evaluate advice and propose strategies to grow 

your career. 
 
Unit 2 
• Explain how changes in work impact future 

career choices. 
• Distinguish between specific jobs and 

transferable skills or interests. 
• Identify types of skills: employability, technical, 

and personal. 
• Discuss strategies for building skills through 

learning and training. 
• Evaluate how using skills like technology and 

time management can improve career success. 
• Propose ways to grow your career using your 

strengths and interests. 
• Collect and use evidence of your skills to support 

job applications. 
• Apply your skills by creating resumes and 

preparing for job interviews. 
• Summarise the recruitment process from job ads 

to interviews. 
• Prepare to clearly communicate your strengths 

in a job interview. 

Unit 3 
• Identify key workplace structures, roles, and 

types of employment. 
• Explain the role of workplace bodies, laws, and 

employee rights. 
• Describe safe, fair, and respectful workplace 

practices, including dealing with issues like 
bullying or discrimination. 

• Discuss how to build a positive workplace 
through teamwork, communication, and 
inclusion. 

• Evaluate the importance of work–life balance, 
ongoing learning, and skill development. 

• Apply communication and collaboration skills, 
including using digital tools and active listening. 

• Propose strategies to improve workplace culture 
and relationships. 

 
Unit 4 
• Explain the purpose of portfolios and how they 

are used in work or study. 
• Compare physical, digital, and hybrid portfolios. 
• Identify key elements to include, like resumes, 

cover letters, and work samples. 
• Propose evidence that matches industry or 

education needs. 
• Collect and curate artefacts to show your skills. 
• Apply strategies to update and present your 

portfolio effectively. 
• Communicate your strengths to a target 

audience using your portfolio. 
• Evaluate your portfolio using feedback and 

selection criteria. 
• Justify your choice of portfolio type based on its 

purpose. 

 
Assessment  
Assessment tasks in the form of Essential Learning Tasks will be made up of a mixture of; data 
analysis, research task, reflection, case study, industry immersion tasks, presentations, 
structured questions, written reports, career action plan, mock interviews, role plays or 
portfolio. 
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VCE VM Personal Development Skills (PDS) 
VCE Vocational Major Personal Development Skills (PDS) helps students build 
confidence, resilience, and teamwork. Students explore who they are, learn how to work 
with others, and take part in real-life projects that make a difference in their community. 
They develop skills like communication, leadership, problem-solving, and decision-
making. The subject supports health, wellbeing, and respectful relationships, while 
preparing students for work, further study, and active citizenship. 
 

Year 11 Year 12 

Unit 1 Unit 2  Unit 3 Unit 4 

Unit 1 
• Describe personal identity, emotional 

intelligence, and their role in different life 
contexts. 

• Identify key emotional intelligence skills and 
apply strategies like resilience, communication, 
and problem-solving to build them. Explain 
factors affecting individual and community 
wellbeing and discuss ways to support it through 
inclusive activities and services. 

• Design, implement and evaluate wellbeing or 
community activities, considering needs, 
resources, and goals. 

• Evaluate the impact of technology on identity, 
wellbeing, and social connection. 

• Assess health information and analyse the 
effectiveness of tech-based health-promotion 
programs 

 
Unit 2 
• Describe what community means and explain 

what shapes it at local, national, and global 
levels. 

• Identify roles and responsibilities of citizens and 
apply ways to encourage community 
participation. 

• Analyse how social, cultural, and economic 
factors affect groups and issues within 
communities. 

• Evaluate challenges to community wellbeing and 
propose solutions that support diversity and 
inclusion. 

• Develop and implement a community initiative 
using planning, teamwork, and communication 
skills. 

 

Unit 3 
• Describe social awareness, interpersonal skills, 

leadership, and teamwork in everyday and digital 
contexts. 

• Identify influences on how people develop and 
show these skills in different situations. 

• Compare and analyse leadership styles, 
teamwork traits, and communication strategies 
across settings. 

• Apply and evaluate strategies to build empathy, 
solve problems, and lead or work in teams. 

• Demonstrate leadership and teamwork in real or 
simulated activities using critical thinking and 
planning. 

• Reflect on your own contributions and teamwork 
outcomes using metacognitive strategies. 

 
Unit 4 
• Identify a community issue (local, national, or 

global) and explain why it was chosen. 
• Plan a community project by setting clear goals, 

creating a timeline and budget, assigning roles, 
and considering risks. 

• Research the issue using reliable sources and 
engage with relevant stakeholders or community 
partners. 

• Implement the project using teamwork, 
communication, leadership, and problem-solving 
skills, while managing time, safety, and ethical 
concerns. 

• Collect and document evidence of the project’s 
progress and outcomes. 

• Evaluate the project by reflecting on its design, 
implementation, and overall success, identifying 
strengths, challenges, and areas for 
improvement. 

• Communicate your project outcomes and 
evaluation in an appropriate format for a target 
audience. 

 
Assessment  
Assessment tasks in the form of Essential Learning Tasks will be made up of a mixture of 
reflective journal, case study, presentation, project t plan, research task, written reports, 
structured questions, self-reflection, project planning documentation. 
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VOCATIONAL PATHWAYS 
CERTIFICATE (VPC) 
 

VPC Literacy  
VPC Literacy develops students' reading, writing and communication skills for everyday life, 
work, learning and community. Students learn to understand and create a range of texts with 
confidence and accuracy, using language for real-world situations such as conversations, 
media, social platforms and workplace documents. The subject supports learners of all abilities 
to build practical literacy skills for life. 
 

Year 11 Year 12 

Unit 1 Unit 2  Unit 3 Unit 4 

Unit 1 
• Module 1 – Literacy for Personal Use  

This module teaches students to learn to read 
and write short texts. They explore different 
types of texts like films, songs, poems, social 
media, and stories from diverse cultures. 
Students practise finding main ideas and using 
features like headings and indexes. They also 
learn how text purpose and structure affect 
meaning and audience. 

• Module 2 – Understanding and creating digital 
texts 
This module teaches students to understand and 
use digital texts like websites and social media. 
They learn how these texts work, how to check if 
they’re reliable, and how to stay safe and 
respectful online. 

 

Unit 2 
• Module 1 – Exploring and understanding issues 

and voices 
This module helps students explore issues that 
spark discussion in their community. They learn 
how different values shape opinions and how 
language changes depending on audience and 
purpose. Students read and discuss a range of 
content, including social media and workplace 
texts, and consider how personal interests 
influence responses to issues. 

• Module 2 – Exploring and understanding issues 
and voices 
This module enables students to practice and 
participate in debate, either in print, orally or via 
a digital platform. Students will consider 
personal perspectives on community and 
workplace issues and develop logical responses 
to these debates in a respectful and thoughtful 
manner, supported by evidence. 

Unit 3 
• Module 1 – Literacy for civic participation  

This module helps students build the skills to 
understand and complete everyday tasks for 
civic participation. They will work with texts like 
timetables, forms, government documents, and 
contracts—both print and digital. Students will 
learn to find key information, understand 
purpose and audience, and complete documents 
used in work, study, and daily life. 

 
• Module 2 – Literacy for pathways and further 

learning 
This module enables students to develop skills 
and knowledge to investigate pathway options 
and plan skill development to move into further 
training or employment. Students will research 
and identify possible pathways and plan, 
document and monitor progress towards 
achieving personal goals.  

 
Unit 4 
• Module 1– Negotiated project 
• In this module, students build written and oral 

communication skills by completing a project 
based on a personal or vocational interest. The 
project, developed with teacher support, must 
have a clear goal and link to learning in Work 
Related Skills Unit 4. It can be done individually 
or in a group and focuses on skills like 
collaboration, problem solving, communication, 
planning, and self-management. 
 

 
Assessment  
Assessment tasks in the form of Essential Learning Tasks will be made up of a mixture of 
reflective journal, case study, presentation, project t plan, research task, written reports, 
structured questions, self-reflection, project planning documentation. 
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VPC Numeracy  
VPC Numeracy teaches practical maths for everyday life, work, and the community. 
Students solve real-world problems using numbers, shapes, measurement, and graphs. 
They learn to identify, use, reflect on, and explain maths in familiar situations like using 
money, reading timetables, or measuring. By the end, students can complete simple tasks 
using basic maths skills with support. 
 

Year 11 Year 12 

Unit 1 Unit 2  Unit 3 Unit 4 

Unit 1 
• Module 1 – Personal Numeracy 

In this module students use basic maths in daily 
life, such as managing time, money, travel, and 
events. It supports understanding and applying 
numbers in familiar situations like planning trips, 
organising events, or doing everyday activities 
such as cooking or gardening. Learning is 
supported through problem-solving and the use 
of digital or analogue tools.  

• Module 2 – Financial numeracy 
In this module supports students in managing 
money and making simple financial decisions. It 
covers understanding pay, shopping costs, bills, 
savings, and using personal banking safely. This 
module also includes problem-solving processes 
and the use of digital and analogue tools. 

 

Unit 2 
• Module 1 – Health and recreational numeracy 

This module helps students understand and use 
basic maths in activities that support wellbeing 
and leisure. This includes reading and using 
information related to health, food, sport, 
games, and hobbies. Students may explore 
topics like nutrition, social issues, traditional 
games, or designing and creating items. 
Learning is supported through a problem-solving 
approach and the use of digital or analogue tools. 

• Module 2 – Civic numeracy 
This module helps students use basic maths to 
understand and take part in community and 
social life. This includes reading data from 
media, government, and community sources, 
understanding infographics, and thinking about 
simple risks and chances in everyday events. 
Learning includes using problem-solving steps 
and both digital and analogue tools. 
 

Unit 3 
• Module 1 - Personal numeracy  

This module builds on the knowledge and skills 
gained in Unit 1 - Module 1. This study helps 
students use maths in everyday situations like 
managing time, money, travel, and planning 
events. It includes reading and using numbers in 
familiar tasks such as using maps, planning 
outings, cooking, or gardening. This module 
supports learning through practical problem-
solving and the use of digital or manual tools. 

• Module 2 - Financial numeracy 
This module builds on the knowledge and skills 
gained in Unit 1 - Module 2. This study helps 
students use basic maths to understand health 
issues and take part in hobbies or activities like 
cooking, sport, gaming, and arts. It includes 
tasks such as reading food labels, keeping 
scores, planning meals, or using shapes in craft. 
Learning connects to real-life interests and 
supports problem-solving using digital or manual 
tools. 

 
Unit 4 
• Module 3 – Health and recreational numeracy 

This module builds on the knowledge and skills 
gained in Unit 2 - Module 1.  In this study students 
continue to build basic maths skills through 
everyday activities like cooking, sport, gaming, 
and arts. Students use maths to understand 
health topics, plan tasks, and solve problems 
using digital or hands-on tools. 

• Module 4 – Civic numeracy 
This module builds on the knowledge and skills 
gained in Unit 2 - Module 2. In this study students 
use basic maths to understand community and 
social issues. They explore everyday data like 
news, weather, polls, and infographics to build 
awareness of government and society. Learning 
includes problem-solving and using digital or 
hands-on tools. 

 
Assessment  
Assessment tasks in the form of Essential Learning Tasks will be made up of a mixture of: 
Investigations & reports, presentations, record of questioning or interview, projects, 
portfolios, creation of a game or experiment. 
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VPC Personal Development Skills (PDS) 
VPC Personal Development Skills (PDS) supports students to build self-awareness, 
wellbeing, and resilience. They learn about self-care, relationships, and safe 
communication. Students also explore what it means to belong to and take part in a 
community, developing skills to contribute and engage with others. 
 

Year 11 Year 12 

Unit 1 Unit 2  Unit 3 Unit 4 

Unit 1 
• Module 1 – Understanding self 

This module helps students learn about 
themselves through self-reflection and self-
care. They connect knowing themselves with 
setting goals and staying motivated. Students 
practice teamwork, communication, time 
management, and problem-solving. They find 
their strengths, set personal goals, and plan how 
to reach them. 

 

Unit 2 
• Module 1 – Exploring and connecting with 

community 
This module explores different types of 
communities and how people belong to them. 
Students focus on personal growth through 
group involvement and learn the importance of 
being active in the community. They also explore 
ideas like rights, responsibilities, and how young 
people can take part in a democratic society. 

• Module 1 – Community participation 
This module looks at how communities support 
their members. Students explore ways to feel 
part of a community, learn about community 
leaders and groups, and find ways to connect 
with their local community. 
 

Unit 3 
• Module 1 – Collaborate and negotiate 

This module looks at how interpersonal skills and 
group diversity help create strong, respectful 
teams. Students learn what makes a good leader 
and team member. They build skills in teamwork, 
communication, collaboration, and resolving 
conflict. 

• Module 2 – Motivate and lead 
This module explores different leadership styles 
and qualities. Students learn when effective 
leadership is needed, how to delegate tasks in 
projects or campaigns, and how to motivate 
themselves and others. 

 
Unit 4 
• Module 1 – Community awareness and project 

This module focuses on serving the community 
by planning and running a project or awareness 
campaign. Students work with others to choose 
a project, use communication and leadership 
skills, and create a detailed plan to carry out their 
work. 

• Module 2 – Community participation 
This module covers community participation. 
Students learn how to identify community needs, 
connect with others, and contribute to the 
community. They explore community leaders and 
groups, then carry out a community project or 
awareness campaign. 
 

 
Assessment  
Assessment tasks in the form of Essential Learning Tasks will be made up of a mixture of 
skills audit, reflective journal, case study, presentations, structured questions, meeting 
minutes, survey creation and collation, observations, role play, research tasks, project plan 
& budget, project reflection. 
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VPC Work Related Skills (WRS) 
VPC Work Related Skills (WRS) helps students build the knowledge, skills and confidence needed for 
work and further education. Students explore workplace safety, teamwork, employability skills, and 
job-seeking strategies. They plan and complete small work-related projects and link their interests 
and strengths to future jobs and study pathways. WRS focuses on hands-on learning to prepare 
students for real workplace experiences. 
 

Year 11 Year 12 

Unit 1 Unit 2  Unit 3 Unit 4 

Unit 1 
• Module 1 – Interests, skills and capabilities in the 

workplace 
This module explores the skills and qualities needed 
in the workplace. Students learn how employability 
and technical skills are used in different jobs and 
how their own interests can match future work or 
training pathways 

• Module 2 – Employment opportunities and 
workplace conditions 
This module looks at job opportunities and how 
further study or qualifications can expand them. 
Students learn about employee and employer rights 
and responsibilities and explore pay and conditions 
in a chosen workplace. They will interview a worker 
and present their findings using technology. 

• Module 3 – Applying for an employment 
opportunity 
This module focuses on finding a job and creating a 
resume and cover letter. Students will learn how to 
write and improve these documents using feedback 
to match a specific job opportunity. 

 
Unit 2 
• Module 1 – Identifying and planning for a work-

related activity 
This module starts planning a small work-related 
project. Students work in teams to choose a doable 
activity, plan it together, link it to employability 
skills, use feedback, and evaluate how well the plan 
works. 

• Module 2 – Completing and reviewing a small-scale 
work-related activity 
This module focuses on completing and reviewing a 
small work-related activity. Students use various 
skills to carry out their plan and reflect on how the 
activity went and how it applies to other work 
settings. 

• Module 3 – Reporting on a small-scale work-
related activity 
This module helps students improve 
communication and technology skills by writing 
reports on small work-related activities. They learn 
how to structure reports and describe planning, 
doing, and reviewing their activity. Students also 
reflect on ways to improve future work outcomes. 

Unit 3 
• Module 1 – Healthy workplace practice 

This module introduces the workplace and the 
importance of physical and mental health. 
Students learn how employees and employers 
can support health and wellbeing for themselves, 
colleagues, and clients, including workplace 
policies. 

• Module 2 – Rights and responsibilities 
This module teaches students to recognize safe 
and unsafe workplaces. They learn about 
unlawful practices like bullying, harassment, and 
discrimination, and how to report them. 
Students also explore employee responsibilities 
and share their findings. 

• Module 3 – Physical health and safety 
This module focuses on physical health and 
safety in the workplace. Students learn how to 
assess risk, report hazards, and suggest ways to 
reduce harm and improve safety in a familiar 
work setting. 

 
Unit 4 
• Module 1 – Explore and plan for potential 

pathways  
This module provides students with an overview 
of potential employment and educational 
pathway options, to support the development 
and refinement of a future pathway plan.  

• Module 2 – Employment seeking activities and 
the application process 
This module teaches students how to find and 
assess job opportunities. They will practise 
applying for a job by preparing a resume and 
cover letter in response to an advertisement. 

• Module 3 – Interview 
This module helps students get ready for job 
interviews. They will research common 
questions, plan answers, and prepare questions 
for employers. Students will take part in a mock 
interview and learn how to review their 
performance to improve for real interviews. 
 

 
Assessment  
Assessment tasks in the form of Essential Learning Tasks will be made up of a mixture of resumes 
and cover letters, career action plan, interview preparation and reflections, observation, 
presentations, mock interviews, reports, structured questions, portfolios, risk management plan, 
safety audit, employee interview feedback, reports, education/employment site visit reports. 
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VPC Food Studies 
VPC Food Studies enables students to prepare, cook and present a variety of food that meets the 
dietary needs and preferences for themselves and others, ensuring that the meals are enjoyable and 
suitable to eat for all individuals, develop independent living skills by learning to choose, prepare 
and cook food safely and hygienically, apply personal safety, hygiene and sustainable food practices 
throughout the food sourcing, preparation and cooking process, understand and apply food 
labelling information in the purchase of minimally processed foods that are packaged, canned 
and/or frozen, plan healthy, culturally appropriate meals and snacks for everyday and special 
occasions, considering dietary requirements, acquire and demonstrate skills to use various tools 
including equipment, utensils, and small and large appliances in domestic and/or commercial 
kitchens and acquire food skills that are transferable from home to work and community settings. 
 

Year 11 

Unit 1 Unit 2  

Unit 1 
• Module 1 – Food and daily life 

This module explores a range of resources 
including information, knowledge and essential 
food skills required to experience and enjoy healthy 
and independent lives. Students make food 
choices that align with the recommendations made 
in the Australian Guide to Healthy Eating to plan a 
variety of meals to meet their energy and dietary 
requirements.  

• Module 2 – Food Choices 
This module provides students with the 
opportunity to apply practical knowledge of food 
storage practices, and identify common items 
stored in the pantry and refrigerator. Students 
select recipes that use available fresh and 
minimally processed foods, including packaged, 
canned and frozen produce, to plan and prepare 
meals and snacks sustainably, with attention to 
maximising food use and minimising food waste.  
 

Unit 2 
• Module 1 – Food on the go 

In this module students explore healthy and 
convenient meal choices that can be eaten outside 
of the home, alongside the opportunity to explore 
where food is available. Students discuss the 
impact of cost and convenience on their food 
choices, and use their knowledge and skills to plan 
and purchase food ‘on the go’ 

• Module 2 – Food and community 
This module extends the concept of food 
preparation and cooking to the local and wider 
community. Students explore and discuss the role 
food plays in a social and cultural context when 
celebrating or socialising. Students apply their 
knowledge through planning and preparing meals 
for an event or to meet specific community needs. 

 
Assessment  
Assessment tasks in the form of Essential Learning Tasks will be made up of a mixture of 
reflective journal, case study, presentation, project t plan, research task, written reports, 
structured questions, self-reflection, project planning documentation. 
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VOCATIONAL EDUCATION & 
TRAINING (VET) 
 
VET Programs Offered Internally At Westall 
 

VCE VET Cookery  
The VCE VET Hospitality program gives students a broad range of skills and knowledge for 
work in hospitality areas such as commercial cookery, catering, and food and beverage 
service in restaurants and cafés. Scored assessment is available for the Unit 3–4 
sequences in both the VCE VET Hospitality and VCE VET Cookery programs.  
 
Qualifications 
SIT20421 Certificate II in Cookery gives students basic food preparation and cooking skills 
to help them find work or continue with further study or an apprenticeship in the 
hospitality industry. Units include preparing appetizers, soups, sauces, salads, and working 
in a commercial kitchen. 
 
ATAR Contribution 
To have the VCE VET Cookery Unit 3–4 sequence count towards their ATAR, students must 
complete scored assessment and receive a study score. This score can count in their top 
four subjects or as a fifth or sixth subject. If a study score is not received, the subject won’t 
contribute to the ATAR. The increment, calculated by VTAC, is 10% of the scaled score.  
 
VCE-VM and/or VPC STUDENTS do not have to sit the final exam in this subject to receive 
towards their overall program. 
 
Assessment  
Assessment tasks need to be completed throughout the training to demonstrate 
competency. These may come from but are not limited to structured questions, projects, 
observations, presentations or portfolios. 
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VET PROGRAMS OFFERED 
EXTERNALLY 
Most of our senior students who access VET programs externally attend Holmesglen, 
Chisholm, Kangan, Hallam Senior College or our newly formed VET partner school Noble 
Park Secondary College. These and other Registered Training organisations provide our 
students with a range of options to complete a VET program as part of these VCE, VCE-VM 
or VPC program. 
 

External VET priority programs on offer include: 
Health 
• Certificate II in Health Support Service 
• Certificate III in Allied Health Assistance (partial completion) incorporating Certificate III 

in Health Services Assistance*^ 
 
Community Services and Early Childhood Education 
• Certificate II in Active Volunteering 
• Certificate III in Community Services incorporating Certificate II in Community Service 
• Certificate III in Early Childhood Education and Care (partial completion) 
• Certificate II in Applied Language 
• Certificate III in Applied Language 
 
Building and Construction 
• Certificate II in Construction Pathways 
• Certificate II in Building and Construction Pre-apprenticeship (partial completion) 
• Certificate II in Plumbing (Pre-apprenticeship) 
• Certificate II in Civil Construction 
 
Digital Media and Technologies 
• Certificate II in Applied Digital Technologies 
• Certificate III in Information Technology*^ 
• Certificate II in Integrated Technologies (Pre-vocational) 
 
Hospitality 
• Certificate II in Hospitality*^ 
• Certificate II in Cookery (previously Certificate II in Kitchen Operations) 
 
Clean Energy and Engineering 
• Certificate II in Engineering Studies 
• Certificate III in Laboratory Skills 
• Certificate II in Electrotechnology (Career Start) 
• Certificate II in Electrotechnology Studies (Pre-vocational) 
 
Automotive 
• Certificate II in Automotive Vocational Preparation 
 
Agriculture and Environment 
• Certificate II in Agriculture 
• Certificate II in Horticulture 
• Certificate II in Conservation and Ecosystem Management 
• Certificate II in Animal Care 
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Hair and Beauty 
• Certificate II in Retail Cosmetics 
• Certificate II in Salon Assistant Certificate III in Beauty Services 
• Certificate III in Make-Up 
 
Creative Industries 
• Certificate II in Creative Industries 
• Certificate III in Screen and Media 
• Certificate II in Apparel, Fashion and Textiles (previously Certificate II in Applied Fashion 

Design and Technology) 
• Certificate II in Music 
• Certificate III in Music (Performance) 
• Certificate III in Music (Sound Production) 
• Certificate III in Dance 
 
Sport and Recreation 
• Certificate II in Outdoor Recreation 
• Certificate II in Sport and Recreation 
• Certificate III in Sport and Recreation 
 
Business 
• Certificate II in Workplace Skills 
• Certificate III in Business 
• Certificate II in Small Business (Operations/Innovation.  
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